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 Don’t Miss the Miracle Mark 5.1-20

Sayings such as “ Can’t see the wood from the trees” or “don’t throw the baby out with the bath water” highlight the importance of discerning what is happening at a given point of time and recognising that which is most important.

Describing the Miracle

The Man

· Heavily demonised (5.2 with an evil spirit, nicknamed Legion by the demons 5.9 C.E.V.) 

· Incredible strength 5.3, he could not be restrained, hence he had been exiled.

· Highly distressed 5.5, yelling and self harming

The Miracle

· The man was set free from the demons 5.13

· The demons went into the pigs 5.13

· The man was in his right mind 5.15

· The man was able to return to his family 5.19

· The man became a preacher 5.20

The Pigs

· About Pigs, 21 verses in the Bible refer to pigs.

· Lev 11.4 forbids the eating of pork, (Jesus in Mark 7.15 did away with this prohibition).

· The demons went into the 2000 pigs and they drowned 5.13.

Focus

Discovery

This man who was imprisoned by the demonic was gloriously set free, this was an amazing miracle! 

Discontent

What about the pigs – 2000 of them? Didn’t they matter? Why did Jesus do as he did?

Possible reasons:

i. As a Jew pigs were regarded as unclean and therefore there was no harm in their death.

ii. Jesus as God as well as human is concerned for the whole of creation, which includes pigs and the economics of the pig farmers. Yet setting the man free was more important and this was an implication of this action.

iii. Jesus did not command the demon to enter the pigs, allowed them to do so. (Often we struggle not with what causes but what he allows)

iv. This was a way of clearly demonstrating that the man was set free and restored to stable mind.

v. This was a means of destroying the demons?

Distraction

There is the danger that we so focus upon the pigs that we forget just how tremendous it was that the man was set free.

In Mark 3 the Pharisees fall out with Jesus because he heals a man on the Sabbath.

Are there times when we miss the miracle because we focus upon the wrong thing?

Are there miracles God has brought about in your life, have you allowed other things to rob you of their significance? 

