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Sunday 25th July

2004
Being with Jesus Mark 6.1-6, Luke 4.15-30
Appreciating the words of Jesus 6.2, 

Jesus hearers from His hometown recognise the authority with which Jesus speaks, and that he has performed miracles. 6.2 (“amazed”)


Familiarity brings.........6.3!

Luke elaborates on how the difficulty arose.  Firstly he applied the prophecy of the Messiah to Himself from the Bible reading (see Isa 61.1-2).

Then Jesus touches a very raw spot when he speaks of the ministries of Elijah and Elisha and how they ministered to those who were not Jewish! (the response was one of anger and an attempt to kill Jesus Luke 4.228-30).

Here in Mark disbelief is rampant. 

The problems for the hearers were based upon their own presuppositions. The towns folk thought they knew Jesus, as they did his family. They may have known Jesus, but they did not know all there was to know about Him. They were

· “offended” literally believing Jesus to be a stumbling block, AV

· Unhappy CEV

· They “rejected him” GNB
We see in 2 Samuel 6.7 how it is possible to become too familiar with God, for Uzzah who touched the Ark of the Covenant which was the very symbol of God’s presence with His people, he was struck dead. 

Hebrews 12:29  says “ For our God is an all-consuming fire”. Whilst God desires our friendship and intimacy, he does not invite us to take Him for granted.

Hindering the ministry of Jesus 6.5-6

Jesus was unable to do many miracles there. He was surprised by the peoples’ response to him.  This indicates that Jesus did not always know what awaited him.

Why was this? Their lack of faith, other spiritual barriers, or because they did not want to receive miracles from his hands? 


Action Points
1. Reappraise who Jesus is to you.  Luke 4.18-19, is worth pondering upon.
2. Recognise the danger of taking Jesus for granted.
3. Respond positively to Jesus to enable his purposes to flourish in you and in the areas where he wants to work with you.  Faith clearly can restrict or release the power of Jesus as illustrated here.  That is not to say that Jesus does not determine to do things his way, rather that the response of faith is seen, either in the request for healing, or in the receiving of the healing that Jesus brings. (See Mark 5, the setting free of the demonised man, the healing that the lady received by touching Jesus clothes, and the incredible miracle of raising the young girl to life). 
4. Realise things can change 6.4, as with Jesus’ own family.

