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How Clean Is Your Life?

Mark 7:1-23

Sunday 1st August 2004

How Clean is your Life? Mark 7:1-23

Kim and Aggie on TV clean absolutely filthy houses under viewers’ scrutiny – Is this not embarrassing for the householder?

Jesus teaches here on clean life:

Ritual rather than true holiness

· Pharisees rebuked the Disciples for not performing ritual cleansing rites on return from the Market where they had mingled with Gentiles.

· Jesus tells them the rites are from man not God.

· They performed the rites but their hearts were not clean.

Priority of status rather than Service

· Pharisees emphasised actions and rules Jesus emphasised a heart right with God.

· The rules allowed them to disown their own parents to gain pious status at no real cost; Jesus requires us to love people not status.

· Pharisees insisted on observing the kosher food rules about what goes into the body via the mouth; Jesus says the damage is what comes out via the mouth.

· Compare this list with Galatians 5 vv 19 – 21.

Today’s Church

· Ritual, rites, rights, traditions get in the way of true discipleship?

· A holy outside does not necessarily mean a holy heart.

· Some people may use religion for unholy purposes.

· Can the church tradition distract us from Jesus?

Conclusion

If Kim and Aggie opened up our lives would they find a putrefying mess or a slightly grubby life? Hopefully through the cleansing power of Jesus they would find a sparklingly clean life!
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