consequence, so he too has embarked on a road that can only lead to pain, contempt and death. That knowledge was always there, nagging at him like the worst toothache in the history of the world”.

Adrian Plass Never mind the Reversing Ducks p 122

Nor will this be easy for us. It is a constant process this side of heaven.

Baptism highlights how we share in Christ’s death

 When we were baptised, we died and were buried with Christ. We were baptised, so that we would live a new life, as Christ was raised to life by the glory of God the Father. 

(Rom 6:4)

Being proud to Be alive

Thankfully the Christian life is not just about death but rather it’s about bursting with the new life that Jesus brings.

The transfiguration reveals the glory (the qualities) that truly belongs to Jesus. It is because of him that we can be willing to go God’s way. It is because of Jesus that we share a new life, where the old way of life has to die but the new way of life is to be nurtured.

In Jesus we find the model not only for discipleship but for our life style. In Jesus we truly find life that is worth living. 

Baptism is not only obeying the command of Jesus, it expresses the fact that we are up for living life His way! 


Mark This: Life Style

Mark 9
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Life Style 

Mark 9.1-12,30-32.

Mark brings to our attention that Jesus constantly spoke with his disciples about his suffering, death and resurrection.

Jesus began telling his disciples what would happen to him. He said, 

"The nation's leaders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law of Moses will make the Son of Man suffer terribly. He will be rejected and killed, but three days later he will rise to life." Then Jesus explained clearly what he meant. Peter took Jesus aside and told him to stop talking like that. (Mar 8:31-32)

As Jesus and his disciples were coming down the mountain, he told them not to say a word about what they had seen, until the Son of Man had been raised from death. 

(Mar 9:9)

Jesus left with his disciples and started through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know about it, because he was teaching the disciples that the Son of Man would be handed over to people who would kill him. But three days later he would rise to life. The disciples did not understand what Jesus meant, and they were afraid to ask.  (Mar 9:30-32)

The disciples were confused as Jesus led them toward Jerusalem, and his other followers were afraid. Once again, Jesus took the twelve disciples aside and told them what was going to happen to him. He said: 

We are now on our way to Jerusalem where the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses. They will sentence him to death and hand him over to foreigners, who will make fun of him and spit on him. They will beat him and kill him. But three days later he will rise to life. James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, will you do us a favour?" (Mar 10:32-35)

“……..half of the gospel is given is given to the passion, including the resurrection. When one adds the way that Jesus speaks of discipleship as taking up one’s cross and following him, the importance of the death and resurrection of Jesus as the model of discipleship becomes powerfully clear”.

Donald English  p21 The Message of Mark

Being Alive

The very fact that you are reading this, hearing this sermon demonstrates that you are in the land of the living. God is the great Creator and it is he who gives us life. Jesus like us lived his life here on earth, and like us was born as a baby and grew from there. This life is to be lived!

Being willing to Die

As Jesus talks about his own death that was imminent he also spoke of how as his disciples we too need to understand what it is to die to our own desires that fly in the face of God’s purposes.

Jesus then told the crowd and the disciples to come closer, and he said: If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me. If you want to save your life, you will destroy it. But if you give up your life for me and for the good news, you will save it. (Mar 8:34-35)

This was no easy thing for Jesus

“ A sobering moment for Jesus is recorded in the part of this passage. After the poignancy and power of his mountain-top experience the disciples’ questions lead him  to reflect on the fact that, just as his cousin John has taken the  Elijah  role and suffered and died as a
