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Sunday 06 February 2005
Today we are going to think about people that Jesus made welcome.
 
Jesus & Children – Mark 10.13-16

When Jesus saw this, he became angry and said, "Let the children come to me! Don't try to stop them. People who are like these little children belong to the kingdom of God. (Mar 10:14)

 

It’s not clear why the disciples did not want Mums with their children to bother Jesus. Was it because they considered Jesus to be too busy and other people were more important? Was it that Jesus was in a rush? Was it that they considered Jesus to be too important to take time out to bless these children? 

 

What is significant is that Jesus wanted to bless these children and is angry because the disciples try to stop the children coming to Jesus v14.  Jesus gives them a warm welcome and then makes it clear that a childlike faith is required in order to enter the God’s Kingdom. He then blesses the children v16

 

Jesus and the Religious John 3.1- 17

There was a Jewish leader named Nicodemus, who belonged to the party of the Pharisees.  One night he went to Jesus…. (John 3:1-2)

Jesus answered, "I am telling you the truth: no one can see the Kingdom of God without being born again."  (John 3:3)

 

Jesus in welcoming Nicodemus reveals that religion is not enough, what is crucial is for God to bring about a supernatural birth. It is the Holy Spirit that makes this possible and this will only take place because of the tremendous love of God and the forgiveness that becomes available through Jesus’ death and resurrection.

 

Jesus and Men Luke 5.1-11

Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will be catching people." They pulled the boats up on the beach, left everything, and followed Jesus.  (Luke5:10-11)

 

People were so keen to hear Jesus preach that Jesus had to get into a boat in order to have some space. When Jesus had finished speaking, he invited Peter to go fishing along with his partners. The catch was incredible, so Peter’s fishing partners were called in to harvest the catch. Peter, in this event recognized that this Jesus was special. When Jesus gave the invitation to be involved in a spiritual harvest, he and James and John, possibly Peter’s brother Andrew as well, became followers of Jesus.

 

Jesus and Women Luke 8.1-3

Some time later Jesus traveled through towns and villages, preaching the Good News about the Kingdom of God. The twelve disciples went with him, and so did some women who had been healed of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (who was called Magdalene), from whom seven demons had been driven out; Joanna, whose husband Chuza was an officer in Herod's court; and Susanna, and many other women who used their own resources to help Jesus and his disciples. (Luke 8:1-3)

 

To write about women being made welcome by Jesus may seem a very sexist thing to do in the 21C. Yet it is all too easy to think of the 12 male disciples who were with Jesus and to fail to recognize that were a number of ladies who also were his disciples. These women became followers of Jesus because Jesus had brought healing into many of their lives. These women were from a variety of backgrounds; they traveled around with Jesus and used their own wealth to help support Jesus.

Luke 7 36-50 tells the story of a prostitute who comes to Jesus and expresses her devotion by anointing the feet of Jesus.  Simon, another religious leader, is appalled by this v39;  yet Jesus recognizes her devotion and gives forgiveness 48-50.

 

So Jesus welcomes people regardless of gender, and as with the woman of Luke 7, as we discover the incredible love of Jesus, then we are welcome to receive God’s forgiveness. 

 

Jesus and the Unpopular Luke 19-10

There was a chief tax collector there named Zacchaeus, who was rich.  (Luke 19:2)

When Jesus came to that place, he looked up and said to Zacchaeus, "Hurry down, Zacchaeus, because I must stay in your house today." Zacchaeus hurried down and welcomed him with great joy. (Luke 19:5-6)

 

Zacchaeus as a tax collector worked for the government of his day; the government of the occupying army – The Romans. Not only did he do this but his riches were made by exploitation and overcharging on taxes. So, Zacchaeus was not top of the popularity league within Jericho. Yet Jesus knew his hear. Jesus not only made Zacchaeus welcome but invited himself for a meal, where Zacchaeus himself was able to reciprocate the welcome. Through this encounter Zacchaeus was transformed so much, that he was willing to give generously to the poor and to more than pay back those he had exploited. Luke 19.8

 

Jesus as this story illustrates had a special welcome for those who are spiritually lost; in fact, he came in order that each person may discover where home really is. Luke 19.10
 

Jesus and Foreigners Matthew 8.5-13

When Jesus entered Capernaum, a Roman officer met him and begged for help: "Sir, my servant is sick in bed at home, unable to move and suffering terribly." "I will go and make him well," Jesus said. (Mat 8:5-7)

 

A basic clarification in Jesus’ day, would have been the Jews and the non Jews the Gentiles. The Jews were God’s chosen people (see Genesis 12.1-30) and as far as many others were concerned the rest were not. With regards to Israel, the Jews were the nationals everybody else was a foreigner. It is good for us in the west to be reminded that Christianity is not a faith that began in the west but in the Middle East. 

 

In the above account a servant who works for a Roman officer was sick, the Roman officer begged Jesus to help.  This man has incredible faith and is able to take Jesus at his word when he promises healing v8.

 

Jesus goes on to say that there are going to be some real surprises in heaven as to who is there. I assure you that many will come from the east and the west and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the feast in the Kingdom of heaven. (Mat 8:11)

 

Jesus gives an open invitation to us all, yet it is for us to respond in faith, trusting that Jesus is indeed the bringer of eternal life.
 
