God Loves Our Community

Dorcas and Kindness

(Practical Christianity)
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Acts 9:36b (Dorcas) was always doing good things for people and had given mych to the poor.  (CEV)
Dorcas

Acts 9:36-42  Kindness – being kind
	Definition:
	Benevolent in nature

Showing friendliness

Considerate

Loving 

Sensitive

Charitable 


The example of Dorcas

Dorcas – least known of all the characters we are studying during GLOC.  (only 9 verses written about her, that almost go unnoticed in Acts 9).  Yet she had a significant ministry to those around her.

Who was she?  

Also referred to as Tabitha – Aramaic name, Dorcas – Greek name, meaning wild goat, gazelle.  Probably Grecian Christian.  Referred to as a follower, disciple.

She was part of a community

V36 ‘In Joppa there was a follower …’

Joppa – an important sea port on the Mediterranean coast about 35 miles from Jerusalem.  Also mentioned in Joshua 19:46, 2 Chron 2:16, Ezra 3:7, Jonah 1:3.
It is thought the Church there was established by Philip the Evangelist and was well known as a centre of enthusiastic evangelism and well organised charitable work.

Dorcas not only lived in the community she was part of it, involved especially with the deprived, social misfits (the poor and widows.)

Application

What is our involvement in our local community?

Are we aware of the needs of those around us, can we as individuals or a church family make an impact on others?

She used her skills and resources to assist others

V36 ‘Dorcas was always doing good and helping the poor.’

V39 ‘(they) showed him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made for them.’

Dorcas obviously had a passion for those around her not able to care for themselves, using her skills, time and finances.  A lady who cared.

Today is Mothering Sunday and we especially think about and give thanks for our mothers, for their love, care and support.  (also think about those who find mothering Sunday difficult.)

We are not told if Dorcas was a mother and there is no mention of immediate family but she certainly had a mothers heart. 

Application

James 2:28 ‘Faith without works is dead.’

Can we follow the example of the early church (Acts 4:32-35) to help those in need around us?

Role of Pastoral Care and Practical Care Teams at USBC.  Also supporting our ‘brothers and sisters’ in the third world.

She experienced the power and importance of prayer

V40 ‘Peter got down on his knees and prayed.’
From its conception the early church followed the example of Jesus and prayer was vital as they grew in their relationship with God and reached out to others.  (Acts 2:42, Acts 4:31, Acts 12:3)

It was therefore not unusual for the people in Joppa to send for Peter when their beloved Dorcas was taken ill and died.

Here we see how God used Peter to minister to Dorcas and through prayer she was raised back to life. (cf James 5:13,14)

Yes, prayer changes things although not always the way we want or expect.

Application

As Christians if we want to be used by God to serve and witness to others we need to spend much time in prayer.

Prayer is conversation with God and a way He communicates with us.  
Phil 4:6 ‘Do not be anxious about anything but in everything by prayer and petition with thanksgiving present your requests to God.’

She shared her story and many came to faith

V42 ‘This became known all over Joppa and many believed in the Lord.’

We do not read that Dorcas was a preacher yet through her example and experiences she was able to get along side others and share her faith.  Alongside Peter’s ministry and Dorcas’ testimony people became Christians.

We may find it difficult to speak in public but friendship evangelism can change lives.  Cf John 4:28,29, - the woman of Samaria, Luke 8:3-7, - the Demon possessed man.

Application

As I reflect on my Christian life and experiences who does God want me to share it with?

Summary

Practising kindness as Dorcas did

Being

Doing

Praying

Sharing

Hebrews 6:10
‘God is not unjust: he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.’

For Small Group Meetings
Bible Reading Acts 9:36-42

1. Share anything about Dorcas that has spoken to you.

2. Dorcas played an important role in her community.  How can we make an impact where we live?

3. Prayer was very important to Jesus and the early church yet it is said that today Christians only pray on average for 1 minute a day.  Turning the tide of apathy and scepticism in our generation will not happen without fervent prayer.  To what extent do we need to be shaken out of our complacency today?

4. Today’s society can be very selfish.  Think of practical ways we can use our time, skills and resources to teach others in need in our communities and in the third world. 
5. How do you view ‘friendship evangelism?’
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