Paul & Boldness

Acts 17.16-34
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Sunday 13 March 2005
Paul - Boldness

Athens – Wow

· Incredible buildings – the Acropolis -“dedicated to the national glory and to the worship of the gods” (Conybeare and Wilson); - the Agora with paintings from many famous artists, many temples etc..
· Politics – Athens renowned for its democracy

· Intellect – great philosophical tradition – Socrates, Plato, Aristotle the Roman Empires “intellectual metropolis” (Stott).

· Sport – The Olympics (began 776 BC).
Being Deeply Moved by the Experience

While Paul was waiting in Athens, he was upset to see all the idols in the city. (Acts 17:16)
Paul was not overwhelmed with admiration for Athens rather he was “upset” (CEV), his spirit was stirred (exasperated KJV), angry (Message).  Paul was deeply moved by the idolatry that surrounded him, the statues to numerous gods all around the city.
Paul’s response is a challenge for us. How do we perceive the world and communities that we see? Paul was able to see beneath the surface and despite all the positives of the city; Athens was in desperate need of the living God to be their God.
To Boldly Go
He went to the Jewish meeting place to speak to the Jews and to anyone who worshiped with them. Day after day he also spoke to everyone he met in the market. Some of them were Epicureans and some were Stoics, and they started arguing with him. People were asking, "What is this know-it-all trying to say?" Some even said, "Paul must be preaching about foreign gods! That's what he means when he talks about Jesus and about people rising from death." They brought Paul before a council called the Areopagus, and said, "Tell us what your new teaching is all about. 

(Acts 17:17-19)

Paul was keen to engage with all groups in Athens, the Jews, people hanging around the market place and the Areopagus (the city court or council with members being responsible for the city’s welfare in terms of its morals, religion and education).

It is easy to assume that Paul found this easy to do, but boldness is required. Jesus promised that power would be given by the Spirit to enable his followers to be witnesses to him (Acts 1.8). Paul endorses this when he writes to timothy and tells him that the Spirit gives us power, the Message expresses this (God doesn't want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold and loving and sensible. (2 Timothy 1:7 Message). Paul himself recognized that of himself he did not have sufficient resources; he needed God to give him the right words to speak and the boldness to speak them.

And pray also for me, that God will give me a message when I am ready to speak, so that I may speak boldly and make known the gospel's secret. For the sake of this gospel I am an ambassador, though now I am in prison. Pray that I may be bold in speaking about the gospel as I should. (Ephesians 6:19-20)

Boldness Requires Cultural Sensitivity

Making a Connection

As I was going through your city and looking at the things you worship, I found an altar with the words, "To an Unknown God." You worship this God, but you don't really know him. So I want to tell you about him. 

(Acts 17:23)

Presenting the Whole Gospel Acts 17.24-31

God the creator 
This God made the world and everything in it. He is Lord of heaven and earth, and he doesn't live in temples built by human hands. He doesn't need help from anyone. He gives life, breath, and everything else to all people. From one person God made all nations who live on earth, and he decided when and where every nation would be. 

(Acts 17:24-26)

God wants to build relationships 

God has done all this, so that we will look for him and reach out and find him. He isn't far from any of us, and he gives us the power to live, to move, and to be who we are. "We are his children," just as some of your poets have said.  (Acts 17:27-28)

God’s uniqueness 

Since we are God's children, we must not think that he is like an idol made out of gold or silver or stone. He isn't like anything that humans have thought up and made. (Acts 17:29)

God’s command to repent 
In the past, God forgave all this because people did not know what they were doing. But now he says that everyone everywhere must turn to him. (Acts 17:30)

God Judgment through Jesus – the resurrected 

He has set a day when he will judge the world's people with fairness. And he has chosen the man Jesus to do the judging for him. God has given proof of this to all of us by raising Jesus from death. 

(Acts 17:31)

Leaving the response with the Hearers

At the phrase "raising him from the dead," the listeners split: Some laughed at him and walked off making jokes; others said, "Let's do this again. We want to hear more." But that was it for the day, and Paul left. There were still others, it turned out, who were convinced then and there, and stuck with Paul--among them Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris. (Acts 17:32-34)

Small Group Meeting - Paul & Boldness Acts 17.16-34

1. As you read this account of Paul in Athens share anything that strikes you.

2. How does Paul demonstrate boldness and what can we learn about how boldness can be expressed?

3. Share occasions when God has given you boldness.

4. Recognizing that as human beings we are all doing with different personality types; is it realistic to think that we can all experience boldness in our Christian witness.

5. What light do the following scriptures provide about how we can know such boldness?   

But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

(Acts 1:8)

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you what this means. 

(Acts 2:14)

God's Spirit doesn't make cowards out of us. The Spirit gives us power, love, and self-control. (2 Timothy 1:7 CEV)
God doesn't want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold and loving and sensible. (2 Timothy 1:7 Message)

And pray also for me, that God will give me a message when I am ready to speak, so that I may speak boldly and make known the gospel's secret. For the sake of this gospel I am an ambassador, though now I am in prison. Pray that I may be bold in speaking about the gospel as I should. (Ephesians 6:19-20)
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Think of any ways in which we need boldness to express God’s love to our communities?

Pray for one another!
Pray for our communities!
