God Loves our Community 6
Jesus





Sunday 20 March 2005
Greater than Abraham – In Obedience
Our father Abraham died; you do not claim to be greater than Abraham, do you? And the prophets also died. Who do you think you are?" Jesus answered, "If I were to honour myself, that honour would be worth nothing. The one who honours me is my Father---the very one you say is your God. You have never known him, but I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you. But I do know him, and I obey his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see the time of my coming; he saw it and was glad." They said to him, "You are not even fifty years old---and you have seen Abraham?" "I am telling you the truth," Jesus replied. "Before Abraham was born, 'I Am'." (John 8:53-58)

Abraham the great patriarch of the Jewish nation and the Christian’s spiritual father (Roms 4.11), points us to Jesus. Jesus speaks to his hearers and shocks them with his response "Before Abraham was born, 'I Am'." Jesus here points us to his true identity whilst truly human he is none other than God in the flesh (Ex 3.14).

Let us, then, hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we have a great High Priest who has gone into the very presence of God---Jesus, the Son of God. Our High Priest is not one who cannot feel sympathy for our weaknesses. On the contrary, we have a High Priest who was tempted in every way that we are, but did not sin. Let us have confidence, then, and approach God's throne, where there is grace. There we will receive mercy and find grace to help us just when we need it. (Hebrews 4:14-16)

Abraham demonstrates incredible obedience when he is willing to offer to God that which is most precious his own son (Gen 22.10-12). Yet Jesus is the only human being who has ever lived a totally perfect life, never once giving in to sin.
Greater than Ruth – In Compassion
Christ encourages you, and his love comforts you. God's Spirit unites you, and you are concerned for others. Now make me completely happy! Live in harmony by showing love for each other. … Christ was truly God. But he did not try to remain equal with God. Instead he gave up everything and became a slave, when he became like one of us. Christ was humble. He obeyed God and even died on a cross. (Philippians 2:1-2, 6-8).
Ruth is incredible in her love and compassion expressed to Naomi (Ruth 1.16-17), however the love and compassion of Jesus is such that it embraces the whole of humanity, (John 1.29, 3.16)
Greater than Elijah - in Patience
When the wine had given out, Jesus' mother said to him, "They are out of wine." "You must not tell me what to do," Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." 

(John 2:3-4)

After Jesus finished saying this, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your Son, so that the Son may give glory to you. For you gave him authority over all people, so that he might give eternal life to all those you gave him. 

(John 17:1-2)

Elijah demonstrates patience as he waits upon God to send the rain after a time of drought, as he waits upon God to miraculously provide his needs, and as he tackles the ungodliness of the Israelites (1 Kings 17 & 18).

 Jesus’ whole mission is to be the world’s Saviour. Despite knowing this Jesus is willing to spend 30 years of his life at home and at work, even when his public ministry begins his eye is constantly on the clock that is God’s timing. It is only when the right time hiss come that he is willing to do any activity which includes the giving of his life.  

Greater than Dorcas – In Goodness
As Jesus was starting on his way again, a man ran up, knelt before him, and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to receive eternal life?" "Why do you call me good?" Jesus asked him. "No one is good except God alone. (Mark 10:17-18)

Dorcas was an outstanding example of goodness as she cared for the widows in Joppa (Acts 9.36). In doing so she exercised real kindness to them.  Jesus in his conversation with the rich young man reveals only God is good and is encouraging him to discover why he is able to call Jesus good. 

Greater than Paul - In Boldness
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee. Grief and anguish came over him, and he said to them, "The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes me. Stay here and keep watch with me." He went a little farther on, threw himself face downward on the ground, and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me! Yet not what I want, but what you want." Then he returned to the three disciples and found them asleep; and he said to Peter, "How is it that you three were not able to keep watch with me for even one hour? Keep watch and pray that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." Once more Jesus went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cup of suffering cannot be taken away unless I drink it, your will be done." He returned once more and found the disciples asleep; they could not keep their eyes open. Again Jesus left them, went away, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then he returned to the disciples and said, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look! The hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners. Get up, let us go. Look, here is the man who is betraying me!" (Matthew 26:36-46)

The Apostle Paul was willing to be bold in taking the good news of the Christian faith to Athens the centre of philosophy and intellectual pursuit. Jesus is willing to take the Spirit’s enabling and exercise boldness in being willing to drink the cup of suffering from God in order to rescue a lost world. 
Challenge
As we consider how we can be channels of God’s love to the community

· We ourselves must first receive the love of God 

· Such love will require obedience to the Lord’s leading. How has God been speaking to you?

· Such love will require the compassion that only the God of compassion can give. 

· Such love will require patience as we wait upon the lord to see his purpose established and work with Him.

· Such love will require kindness as we seek to reveal the goodness of God to others.

· Such love will need boldness, so that what we know with God’s help we shall do.

Small Groups
· Take the opportunity to consider how Jesus demonstrates the five qualities we have studied over these past five weeks.

· Record those things that you believe God has been saying to you, so that we can consider them as Church Family.

· Pray for one another that we may be doers and not just hearers of what God has said.

· Thank God for one another in your small group and pray that each of us may continue to be channels of God’s love to one another and to those outside of the Church Family.
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