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Sunday 15th May 2005

Pentecost -Then and Now

The Disciples’ Background

· They had spent 3 life changing years with Jesus

· They had heard and believed His teaching

· They had seen God’s power at work

· They had experienced His death 

· They believed in His resurrection

· They knew about sin and God’s forgiveness

· They knew Jesus as Son of God and loved Him

· They had received a specific calling

· They had received the Holy Spirit   see John 20:21-26

Why Pentecost?

Jesus himself received the Spirit despite being God.

Matthew 3:16, Luke 10:21

Jesus told the disciples that they needed to be filled.

Acts 1:4-5

The Event

On the day of Pentecost all the Lord's followers were together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a mighty wind! It filled the house where they were meeting. Then they saw what looked like fiery tongues moving in all directions, and a tongue came and settled on each person there. The Holy Spirit took control of everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit let them speak. (Acts 2:1-4)

The Result

 Peter said, "Turn back to God! Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven. Then you will be given the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you and your children. It is for everyone our Lord God will choose, no matter where they live." Peter told them many other things as well. Then he said, "I beg you to save yourselves from what will happen to all these evil people." 

On that day about three thousand believed his message and were baptized. They spent their time learning from the apostles, and they were like family to each other. They also broke bread and prayed together. Everyone was amazed by the many miracles and wonders that the apostles worked. All the Lord's followers often met together, and they shared everything they had. They would sell their property and possessions and give the money to whoever needed it. Day after day they met together in the temple. They broke bread together in different homes and shared their food happily and freely, while praising God. Everyone liked them, and each day the Lord added to their group others who were being saved.

Acts 2:38-47
The disciples came out of the locked room and experienced a new freedom and power.
They had -

· The desire to share their faith and the power to make a difference

· The desire and power to use spiritual gifts

· The desire to give generously

· The desire to be together and spend time worshipping God

· The power to understand God’s will more fully

People noticed a difference.
The disciples could fulfil their calling - Matthew 28:19-20

A Personal Challenge
· Do we feel spiritually locked in the Upper Room?

· Do we need to step out in a new freedom and power to fulfil God’s calling on our lives?

· Are we renewed daily by the power of the Holy Spirit? 2 Cor 4 v 16
Which one of you would give your child a scorpion if the child asked for an egg? As bad as you are, you still know how to give good gifts to your children. But your heavenly Father is even more ready to give the Holy Spirit to anyone who asks. 
Luke 11:12-13
A Corporate Challenge
· Are we using the gifts God has given us to build up the church?

Since you are eager to have the gifts of the Spirit, you must try above everything else to make greater use of those which help to build up the church. 
1Corinthians 14:12
· Are we using the gifts God has given us to share God with the wider community?

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you what this means...” 

Acts 2:14
For Small Groups
1. Read Acts 2 
Talking about being filled with the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts can be difficult. Why do you think that is?

2. Read Acts 8 v 4 – 25

Share your thoughts about this passage and how it relates to our personal spiritual lives?

3. Read I Cor 12 1 – 13
How do you think this passage relates to our church life together?

4. Spend some time praying for each other listening to God.

