Jesus is good news, he brings good news and challenges us to live our lives for God having embraced this good news. The challenge is also that we will make God the primary person whose applause we seek.
Bible Study and Discussion

1. Share from Mark 1 aspects that have struck you. Relate this also to Adrian Plass’s writings on Mark 1 from “ Never mind the reversing ducks”. Identify any areas that you would like to explore as a group and then do it.

2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is Jesus’ desire for us – what has been our experience so far? (See also Acts 2.1-4, Eph 5.18)
3. Jesus intends us to live our lives turning to him and placing our trust in him – what makes this both rewarding and difficult?

4. What was the significance of Jesus being baptised and is there any  correlation between his baptism and ours?
5. Jesus has a very significant healing ministry – pray for those known to you who need His healing.
6. Jesus clearly recognised the urgency of communicating the Good News , how can we best go about this? 
7. Living for God’s applause – is this appropriate for us and is this a key motivating factor?
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Sunday 6th June 2004

Have I got Good News for You!
Mark 1

Have I got Good News for You – Mark 1

It’s About Jesus

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 

(Mar 1:1)

This is the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

(Mar 1:1)

30 Years after Jesus went to heaven Mark writes his gospel – his good news about Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Jesus  = Saviour

Christ = God’s Anointed.

This is Gospel truth!

It’s About Baptism 

I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit!" (Mar 1:8)

Jesus desires us to experience the reality of him baptising us with His Holy Spirit.

About that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptised him in the Jordan River. As soon as Jesus came out of the water, he saw the sky open and the Holy Spirit coming down to him like a dove. A voice from heaven said, "You are my own dear Son, and I am pleased with you."  (Mar 1:9-11)

As he is being baptised Jesus is being obedient to the Father.

Jesus knew what was truly important.

It’s About Turning to God and Believing in God 

He said, "The time has come! God's kingdom will soon be here. Turn back to God and believe the good news!" (Mar 1:15)

To experience this good news about Jesus, you have to be facing in his direction and be willing to continually place your trust in Him.

It’s About Learning to Fish

Jesus said to them, "Come with me! I will teach you how to bring in people instead of fish." (Mar 1:17)

When Jesus calls you have a choice to follow or to stay where you are.

It’s about what Jesus can do

Everyone was completely surprised and kept saying to each other, "What is this? It must be some new kind of powerful teaching! Even the evil spirits obey him." (Mar 1:27)

When they got there, Jesus was told that Simon's mother-in-law was sick in bed with fever. Jesus went to her. He took hold of her hand and helped her up. The fever left her, and she served them a meal. That evening after sunset, all who were sick or had demons in them were brought to Jesus. In fact, the whole town gathered around the door of the house. Jesus healed all kinds of terrible diseases and forced out a lot of demons. But the demons knew who he was, and he did not let them speak.  (Mar 1:30-34)

A man with leprosy came to Jesus and knelt down. He begged, "You have the power to make me well, if only you wanted to." (Mar 1:40)

Jesus has the power to set people free as with the man who had an evil spirit, Peter’s Mother-in-law who was unwell, the huge crowd who resembled a vast A& E unit, a man with leprosy.

Jesus demonstrates the reality of God’s kingdom being in Him and that God is a Healer.

It’s about why Jesus came

Jesus replied, "We must go to the nearby towns, so that I can tell the good news to those people. This is why I have come." (Mar 1:38)

Jesus determined it was time to move on despite the tremendous miracles that were happening. This good news is too good to keep in one place.

It’s about what you are living for

He said, "Don't tell anyone about this. Just go and show the priest that you are well. Then take a gift to the temple as Moses commanded, and everyone will know that you have been healed." The man talked about it so much and told so many people, that Jesus could no longer go openly into a town. He had to stay away from the towns, but people still came to him from everywhere. 

(Mar 1:44-45)

Jesus is not into reverse psychology, Jesus did not live his life for the applause of humanity, rather to do the will of God.

