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· You can’t find Jesus in the tomb v1 The Tomb is empty. 

· John Jesus’ closest friend wants us to know for sure that the tomb was empty. It was when he ran to the tomb and looked inside that he realised that Jesus had been true to his word and had indeed risen from the dead. He believed that before he actually saw Jesus.
You can look in as many tombs as you would like and you will not find Jesus he is not there – He is risen just as the angels said.
· Jesus can find you v14 –16  Jesus says “Mary” 

Mary was desperately looking for the body of Jesus only to be encountered by the living Jesus. It was as he called her by her name that it made a difference.

Jesus was alive, he was standing in the garden, he was speaking to Mary and he had the nail prints to prove it.

Jesus is here with us.  In our baptisms today those getting baptised will share their own experiences of how Jesus has changed their lives.

He knows each one of us here today.  He does not treat us as numbers but as people whom he knows, loves, died for and as the risen Lord wants to share hius life with.
·  Jesus speaks to his disciples on purpose v21 Jesus sends out his disciples
You may have noticed that as a Church we have been involved in an activity a journey of faith called 40 Days of Purpose. 

Well long before that Jesus had a purpose for those who know and love him. It is to go into all the world as those sent by God to share the good news of Jesus in word and actions. When you discover the good news of Jesus it is too good to keep to yourself as Mary found. So if you love Jesus share it.

Jesus gives Easter Presents v--The Holy Spirit, Forgiveness.

Well I enjoy Easter eggs, there’s a surprise, but in comparison to what Jesus gives they melt into insignificance.

He gives the Holy Spirit – the Holy spirit is the very life of God who comes to live in our lives when we accept who Jesus is and what he has done. It is the Holy Spirit who makes it possible for us to live for God.

As Christians we need to remind ourselves to be good news in the world we need the power and life of Jesus.  It is the Holy Spirit who makes this possible. 

Then there’s the second present the gift of forgiveness. The Bible makes it clear that if a person has done wrong and turns from that wrong and asks for God'’ forgiveness it can be given. So we ourselves can receive this precious gift but we are also able to tell others they are forgiven because Jesus makes it clear how this is possible.

So as we continue to celebrate Easter and what God has done among us during these past 40 Days, I want to ask whether you know the risen Lord Jesus.  He is alive. He knows and loves you and I want to ask whether you want to live your lives for him? Finally I want to invite you to receive the precious gift of eternal life. If you will ask Jesus to be at the centre of your life, if you will live your life for him then he wants to bring those 2 presents available from him alone, his life and His forgiveness. 
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