For Reflection Mark 2

· In the light of all that happens in Mark 2 how does this demonstrate that Jesus is the one who brings new wine?

· Share aspects that strike you from the Bible and from Adrian Plass’ comments on Mark 2.

· Consider Jesus and how he was willing for his home to be used.

· Did Jesus care about the religious?

· What changes do we need to make to allow the new wine to flow or to be poured out?

‘Bursting With Life’

Mark 2
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Bursting with Life.

No one pours new wine into old wineskins. The wine would swell and burst the old skins. Then the wine would be lost, and the skins would be ruined. New wine must be put into new wineskins. (Mar 2:22)

Jesus

Jesus went back to Capernaum, and a few days later people heard that he was at home. Then so many of them came to the house that there wasn't even standing room left in front of the door. Jesus was still teaching (Mar 2:1-2)

The reality is that Jesus is the one bursting with life; being fully God and fully human, see John 14.6

It would also appear that the crowds are calling in at Jesus’ home and that too is bursting with people.

Forgiveness and Physical Healing

I will show you that the Son of Man has the right to forgive sins here on earth." So Jesus said to the man, "Get up! Pick up your mat and go on home." The man got right up. He picked up his mat and went out while everyone watched in amazement. They praised God and said, "We have never seen anything like this!" (Mar 2:10-12)

An expression of the new wine that Jesus brings is expressed in the healing of this man where forgiveness and physical healing take place. Jesus demonstrates holistic care, and also by this miracle that this new wine is flowing. Clearly the physical healing takes place, it requires faith in Jesus to believe that the man has also received forgiveness. 

The key issue here is that only God can forgive.

This Wine is Available to All

Later, Jesus and his disciples were having dinner at Levi's house. Many tax collectors and other sinners had become followers of Jesus, and they were also guests at the dinner. 

(Mar 2:15)

Notice here that many tax collectors and sinners had become followers (disciples) of Jesus. The Religious leaders could not make sense of this at all. These were not the sort of people they would welcome! 

A New Way of Doing Things

But the time will come when he will be taken from them. Then they will go without eating. (Mar 2:20)

Jesus finished by saying, "People were not made for the good of the Sabbath. The Sabbath was made for the good of people. So the Son of Man is Lord over the Sabbath." 

(Mar 2:27-28)

Jesus does not do away with either the Sabbath or fasting. His words speak of himself as the bridegroom who will be taken from them – a reference to his arrest and death.

Fasting will be something that the Church then engages in, but whilst Jesus was physically with the disciples that was not the time.

As far as the Sabbath is concerned, Jesus is the one who is able to determine what will happen then. Jesus gives the valuable insight that the Sabbath was made for humanity and was not an end in itself. 

This new wine brings new life in all sorts of ways. It also require new ways of doing things to be able to brings it’s life. The old wineskins will not do.

This challenges us about how we are the people of Jesus. How we allow the new wine that Jesus brings to flow into our lives /Church/Communities.

