FORMED FOR GOD’S FAMILY

The Purpose Driven Life - Part 3 

Sermon Outline Notes

The events in Madrid on Thursday the 11 March 2004 when simultaneous bombs killed so many and left other critically ill and injured, makes us aware that all is not well on our planet. 

Pictures depicting the carnage and showing the huge rallying of people 11 million in Spain makes us aware relationships have broken down on a mega scale. The need for more love in our world and less hate has been made very evident , So our topic for today is very poignant

“God is the one who made all things, and all things are for

His glory. He wanted to have many children share His glory...”

 Heb.  2:10a (NCV)

God wanted to create community, He intended to have children, “God wanted a family . That’s why we are here” Rick Warren.

It was great to get a call this week from Liz Day to let us know that she had a new grandson – Samuel. Another member of the family had been born.

It was God himself who as creator made it possible with his help for the human race to be increased. As Christians we believe that every person is of great value to God, so congratulations to Liz and to all her family.

As Christians we were not only born into a human family but also into God’s family.

These are some of the scriptures that speak of that. 

“His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into His 

own family by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ.” 

Eph. 1:5 (NLT)

Just as our natural birth had God’s hand in it, so too did our spiritual birth. Unlike Jesus who is God’s Son by his very nature we have been adopted into God’s family. This is only possible through Jesus.

“Love your spiritual family!” 

1 Pet. 2:17b (Msg)

Last week we looked at worship as being the first purpose for our lives and in essence that is about loving God. This week we think about loving our spiritual/Christian family and that leads us to our second purpose.

MY 2nd PURPOSE IN LIFE IS FELLOWSHIP.

Fellowship can often be understood to mean having a cup of tea and a little bit of a chat. Now whilst it may include that, God intends it to go a lot further and it is about loving God’s family.

“The person who loves God must also love other believers.”   

1 John 4:21 (GW)


Now this is not just some great idea its a must. It’s what God definitely wants for us as a Church. No church in this regard can ever say that it has arrived and the challenge for us at USBC is be obedient to this command and to grow in our love for one another. 


FELLOWSHIP is loving God’s Family.
“I’m writing… so you’ll know how to live in the family of God. That family is the church...”
 1 Tim. 3:14-15 (NCV) 

Circle in your notes the words “family” and the word “church”. The Church is a family, its not just an organisation, or a club, its a family which means it’s not somewhere you go to but a family you belong to.

Today we are going to consider 4 levels of fellowship, of loving one another.

FOUR LEVELS OF FELLOWSHIP

LEVEL 1: MEMBERSHIP:  CHOOSING TO BELONG

“...You are members of God's very own family... and you belong 

in God's household with every other Christian.”   Eph. 2:19 (LB)
Being a Christian is not just about believing but also of belonging.

God wants you to choose to be part of his family.

We recognize that we can’t really be a team player without being in a team whether that be football, speedway whatever, neither can you be the sole member of the choir. God’s family is the Church and if you are not part of a Church family then you can feel lost. In this weeks readings from the “Purpose driven Life” we will be reading together six reasons why we need to be a part of a church Family.

“In Christ we who are many form one Body, and each member belongs to all the others.” 
          

Rom. 12:5 (NIV)

Now I am very attached to my hand, and we can’t be Church without one another we belong together

Therefore although you will not find the Bible saying you must join a church, it clearly teaches that as Christians we belong to the family of God the Church.

So for those of you who have been very much part of us for months maybe years the challenge is to become a member.

Baptism like a wedding ring is a powerful expression of commitment, showing that you belong to another and the ring a picture of unending love.

Baptism is a biblical picture to show that we belong together.

“This is what we proclaimed in word and action when we were 

baptised. Each of us is now a part of His resurrection Body.” 







          
1 Cor. 12:13 (Msg) 

Baptism is a public way of saying I belong to God’s family and I am excited to belong.

“That's what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we 

are
lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when 

we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of 
Jesus.” 


 
        

 Rom. 6:3 (Msg) 

Baptism is your own commitment to Jesus. No one can do that for you and we very much believe in believers’ baptism where the individual chooses to be baptized.

If you are a Christian you have accepted that Jesus died for you,, that you are forgiven, that as Jesus was raised from the dead so you have asked hinm to come and live within your life. If you have given Jesus that central place in your life; then if you have not yet been baptized, why is this?

Jesus wants us to be baptised  Mat 28, “make disciples, baptising them”. 

LEVEL 2: FRIENDSHIP: LEARNING TO SHARE
“All the believers met together constantly and shared everything with each other.”
   
 Acts 2:44 (LB)

In Genesis 2 it says “it is not good for man to be alone”. We were made to be in relationship. Deep friendships are built upon knowing people really well and spending time with them. The pace of our lives can make building friendships very difficult. In terms of these 40 Days there are people that I have invited, yet i would have been in a better place to do so had I had more time to build those friendships. Jesus had lots of friends and was known as a friend of sinners. Remember that’s true of us too. If he is our friend, he is a friend of a sinner. Jesus made time for friendships.

As with children, so with us, we have to learn to share.

OUR EXPERIENCES

“People learn from one another, just as iron sharpens iron.” 
 Prov.  27:17 (TEV)

We can learn not only from our experience but also from the experiences of others.

· OUR HOMES
“Open your homes to each other.”  
1 Peter 4:9 (NCV)

this is good practical advice to truly love one another we have to get to know one another and small groups are excellent places to do this, and homes are great places for small groups to meet. Thank you to all those hosting a small group during 40 Days.

For the first 300 hundred years of Christianity there were no church buildings.

Homes re an important place to meet. It is increasingly possible not to see our neighbours at all. That is even more so in th states where with remote control you can open the garage door drive in and close the door, natural places of human contact in the past are vastly changing. God still believes in the family and meeting in homes can help family life develop.

How many of you are involved in a small group, whether that is in homes or here at church. That’s great and it’s still not too late to join in if you would like to.

· OUR PROBLEMS

“Share each other's troubles and problems.” 
Gal. 6:2 (NLT)

“Weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice”

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together.  Instead,

let us encourage one another...” 
Heb. 10:25 (TEV) 
Small groups are intended to be places of encouragement, places where we can find new courage to face life’s challenges which as you will know vary in their intensity.

Groups vary some suit some and some others, we are made differently. Don’t give up one them. Rick warren who enjoys food talks about going out to eat at a restaurant, if it is a bad experience he may not return to that place but he won’t give up on eating out.

So too bad experiences from the past need not cause us to think we won’t try something else.

LEVEL 3: PARTNERSHIP: DOING MY PART 

“We are partners working together for God.”  
1 Cor. 3:9a (TEV) 

God has a plan and a purpose for each of us. And God has brought us together so that we might serve together. Within the Bible there are 59 one another passages, love one another, serve one another. Level 3 doing your part

“The whole Body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole Body is healthy and growing and full of love.”








Eph. 4:16 (NLT) 

“Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to Me.”  
Matt. 25:40 (NRSV)
Mother Teresa “Every person I bathe, every person I bandage, I imagine seeing the face of Jesus and I do it for Him”.

It maybe within your own small group there is a practical need you could help with
 

LEVEL 4: KINSHIP: LOVING BELIEVERS LIKE FAMILY
Kinship is loving believers like family.

“...they were like family to each other.”

 Acts 2:42a (CEV) 

“Be devoted to each other like a loving family.” 
Rom. 12:10 (GW) 

“We know what real love is because Christ gave up His life for 

us. And so we also ought to give up our lives for our Christian 

brothers and sisters.”

 

1 John 3:16 (NLT) 

“Your strong love for each other will prove to the world that 

you
 are My disciples.” 



John 13:35 (LB)
These verses all speak powerfully of the love that exists within the family of God.

Within the UK it is easy to take other Christians for granted compared to some nations there are a great number. Yet can you remember the first time you discovered God had given you a love for other Christians, literally those who are your brothers and sisters in Christ.

Being devoted, the word fellowship is that great sounding word KOINONIA which literally means to share. As Christians it means to be committed to each other as we are to Jesus Christ.

1 John 3.16, laying down our lives. For us in the West generally this is not in a literal sense as it is in other parts of the world where many Christians are martyred for their faith. Rick warren thinks it is as many as 10 million in very year.

For us in our context it requires a tough love. It means being there for others. Or at times it means them being there for you. This flies in the face of individualism, it flies in the face of self interest. Recently when Heather’s father died, we were overwhelmed by the number of cards we received and the love that was shown. There have been times in our Church’s life when we have been able to show such love. I know of those within USBC who day by day care for others within USBC. That’s being family and perhaps for many of us we can grow in this.

 “You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” 








Gal. 3:26 (NLT)

God wants us to love Him and to love one another whom we will share eternity with, we’ll be perfect then, but significant headway can be made in this life.

Where are we with the 4 levels.

1. Membership – and baptism – we will be holding an evening of preparation for this prior to Easter

2. Friendship – small group

3. doing my part

4. loving believers like family . Be in the family and love the family
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