Prejudice

Introduction
In today’s society prejudice, intolerance and racism have been pushed back to the surface much like they were in the middle of the 20thC when the blacks were fighting for their rights and identity.  Today it is the battle against extremism.

We live in a multicultural society.  Different races, religions and beliefs all living together under one roof as it were.  And yet communities are often segregated (often out of choice) and isolated.  It is human nature for us to group together with those who share something in common with us.  In the face of diversity we seek out similarities.  This is not in itself necessarily a bad thing but it can lead to prejudice.

People show prejudice when they form a negative opinion without knowing all the facts (ignorance).  It often involves stereotyping a particular group of people.  These opinions might be based on someone else’s race, religion, or ethnic background. They might be based on a person’s gender, age, disability, or even income or education level. The problem often escalates and can turn into hatred or unfair treatment of a person belonging to a particular group.  Racism is certainly not the only form of prejudice but it is the one that is in the media time and time again!

Recently the treatment of Shilpa Shetty on Big Brother revealed that racism and prejudice are clearly still here with us.  It was clearly a ‘shock’ to the general public and showed how much racism is now seen (by the public) as taboo!  When it was seen that British people were being racist the country rallied immediately to ostracise them and bent over backwards to exonerate themselves.  However cynicism gets the better of me: how often do you hear xenophobic comments like: ‘they’re stealing all our jobs’, ‘get them back to their own country’ etc.  Out and out racism may be frowned on but there are many forms of racism and prejudice that do proliferate in our country.

The 9/11 and 7/7 extremist attacks have done a lot of damage to world relations particularly with the Muslims – We are now fighting a war against terror.  Lashing out in fear, on the defensive.  How does this fit with the idea of tolerance?  We must also remember that there were and are religious extremists within the Christian church – we are not innocent!

Finally it not just a British/western thing – all races including the minorities are capable of racism and prejudice

So Who Is Our Neighbour?

When he shared the parable of the good Samaritan Jesus took a sworn social enemy of the Jews and made them into the heroes of his story saying that even they deserve our love and indeed are often far more capable of loving than the Jews.  What a shock that story must have caused.

The message is clear.  As Christians we should not discriminate – everyone is our neighbour everyone deserves our love.

Prejudice is usually caused by fear of the unknown and ignorance.  One way to over come it is to get educated.  We also need to be aware of what might constitute prejudice and strive to avoid it.

In a way making it taboo is nearly as bad as being racist.  By doing so we are still isolating and treating those people differently.

Peace Makers

Jesus said blessed are the peace makers.  The early Christians were known for getting involved in mediating local disputes.

Paul attached the Corinthians for going to the local law courts to settle there disputes.
  It was clear he was, amongst other things, very concerned about the example that this would set for those in the community watching their actions.

Is it not time for us to be the voice of reason and action in the face of escalating fear and prejudice?

Small Group Questions
1. Have you ever experienced prejudice or discrimination in your lifetime (on yourself or others)?  If you are able, share how it made you feel.

2. Have you ever shown prejudice to others?  Try to explore why you did.  What do you think drives us as humans to show prejudice?

3. Look at recent cases of prejudice in the public eye e.g. Shilpa on Big Brother.  What is society’s view on prejudice and ‘tolerance of diversity’?  Is there a gap between what we in the UK believe and what we actually do?

4. What was Jesus’ teaching on the issue of prejudice

5. Discuss how we as Christians might try to combat prejudice of any kind in our lives but also in our community.
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