When a doctoral student at Princeton asked, “What is there left for original dissertation research.” Albert Einstein replied, “Find out about prayer.  Somebody must find our about Prayer.”

Does Prayer make a Difference?

Answer – Yes
Which seems a smart answer until the next question is  … how?
And the next question is … to whom?
And the next question is … when?
How? – Various explanations 

· Coincidence

· God incident

· Human Activity

· God activity

Faith is The Baseline

But without faith no one can please God. We must believe that God is real and that he rewards everyone who searches for him.  Hebrews 11:6  
Faith is a Gift

You were saved by faith in God, who treats us much better than we deserve. This is God's gift to you, and not anything you have done on your own.  Ephesians 2:8  

Prayer I believe will always make a difference, to the pray-er, or to the one who is being prayed for or the situation that is being prayed for.

It is faith in God which enables us to believe that it makes a difference for good.

To Whom 

This is an exhaustive list and includes God’s people and many others down through history. 
Some of the key times in Israel’s history are
· the Exodus – Exodus 3.8, the Exile – Jer 29.3-14, 
· The Coming of the Messiah – Jesus, Isa 9.2-7, Mark 1.14-15, 
· the Birth of the Church Matt 16.16-18, Acts 2.

Key Focus – John 11.41-44

After the stone had been rolled aside, Jesus looked up toward heaven and prayed, "Father, I thank you for answering my prayer.  I know that you always answer my prayers. But I said this, so that the people here would believe that you sent me."  When Jesus had finished praying, he shouted, "Lazarus, come out!"  John 11:41-43  

The miracles of Jesus in John’s gospel are all signposts. The raising of Lazarus from the dead is the sign that points to Jesus as the resurrection and the life.
Jesus then said, "I am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith in me will live, even if they die.  John 11:25  
Within Jesus’s earthly life he raised 3 people from the dead, Jairus’s daughter Mark 5.41, and the Widow of Nain’s son Luke 7.15, and Lazarus.

In raising Lazarus from the dead, he provides us with tremendous insight into prayer.
1. Jesus looked up when he prayed, he knew where God was, and to whom he was praying. John 11.41

2. He knew that God had answered his prayer and in the context this must relate to the raising of Lazarus John 11.41, 44. Jesus only did what God himself was doing John 5.19

3. He informs us that God always answered his prayers. John 11.43

As Christians we recognize Jesus as our role model but also as our Lord. He never prayed with selfish motivation, he always prayed in line with God’s purposes but as his prayer in the garden of Gethsemane illustrates, complying with God’s will was not always easy!  Matt 26.29.

Jesus demonstrates that praying does make a difference, it did to Him, it did to Lazarus, and it did to the disciples and those present. The expression of that difference will vary.  
Prayer can and does make a difference, but it needs the lens of faith to understand this. 

When?

Immediately – Miracle as in the case of Lazarus.

Sometimes later, as with Peter.
But Simon, I have prayed that your faith will be strong. And when you have come back to me, help the others."  Luke 22:32 
Sometimes we do not see prayers answered in the way we would want. History makes us aware of huge tragedies and atrocities, such as Tsunami, and the Holocaust.

Jesus demonstrates the ability to trust God, to hold onto God even in the darkest times. 1 Cor 13.12 says
Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy picture in a mirror. Later we will see him face to face. We don't know everything, but then we will, just as God completely understands us.

Jesus knew that prayer made a difference; he also knew what it was to hold onto God even in the darkest times. The full impact or difference that pray has made will be fully revealed when we see God face to face.
For Small Groups - Does Prayer make a Difference?

1. Begin by sharing ways in which you believe God has answered your prayers.  Turn your sharing into prayers of praise. 

2. What would you understand by the word difference?

3. What do you think governs whether prayer makes any difference?                    If you feel able, share examples of this.

4. How do we respond to some of the terrible atrocities that happen?

5. What enables us to have confidence when we pray?
6. Share items for prayer and have the courage to pray for some of the big issues facing our world.  

