
Does Prayer Change God? 
The answer is No and Yes!
No in that God’s Character remains the same.

God makes this absolute statement "I the LORD do not change” Mal 3.6.

Again in Lamentations 3 the prophet has confidence in God because of his changeless nature.

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
Naturally Jesus being God is also unchanging in his character.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Hebrews 13.8
This biblical truth is crucial to us. Otherwise we may not know the God that we are seeking to keep company with.

1 John 4.8 teaches us that God is love, in fact he is the full embodiment of it. 

In this sense our prayers do not change God; he does not lose certain characteristics or gain them. Although it is important to understand that it is only the whole Bible that gives us the most complete picture of God we have. The Bible also makes it clear that it is Jesus who makes God (the Father) known to us.
No one has ever seen God. The only Son, who is truly God and is closest to the Father, has shown us what God is like.  John 1:18
Yes - in that we do see God making changes

God changing his mind.

In Exodus 32.14 when the Israelites have sinned against God and constructed the golden calf, it is Moses whose pleas save his people

So even though the LORD had threatened to destroy the people, he changed his mind and let them live.  Exo 32:14
Similarly, Jonah is given the task of preaching judgment to the people of Nineveh.  1.2 – the people are doomed. Yet these wicked people repent – they change their ways and their hearts

Then he and his officials sent out an order for everyone in the city to obey. It said: None of you or your animals may eat or drink a thing. Each of you must wear sackcloth, and you must even put sackcloth on your animals. You must also pray to the LORD God with all your heart and stop being sinful and cruel. Maybe God will change his mind and have mercy on us, so we won't be destroyed.  Jonah 3:7
Consequently God had mercy on them. 

God changing his feelings

When God heard the prayers of his people in slavery crying out to Him, he is moved to act. 

The LORD said: I have seen how my people are suffering as slaves in Egypt, and I have heard them beg for my help because of the way they are being mistreated. I feel sorry for them,  Exodus  3:7
One of the strongest expressions of love for his people is expressed in Hosea.

Israel, I can't let you go. I can't give you up. How could I possibly destroy you as I did the towns of Admah and Zeboiim? I just can't do it. My feelings for you are much too strong.  Hos 11:8

The Biggest Change – God becoming one with us.

The Word became a human being and lived here with us. We saw his true glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. From him all the kindness and all the truth of God have come down to us.  John 1:14
Luke tells us that whilst Zechariah was in the temple, people were outside praying. It is understood that they were praying for the Messiah to come.

The implications for our Praying.

So God does not change his character, but he does change his actions

· God knows what we need but still instructs us to pray

Do not be like them. Your Father already knows what you need before you ask him.   This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven: May your holy name be honored;  may your Kingdom come; may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Mat 6:8-10  

From these words taught by Jesus, our prayers do make a difference and somehow they work with God to achieve his purpose. To that extent then prayers do impact the purposes of God.

· Again we need a healthy image of the God who is affected by our prayers.

The parable of the Unjust Judge in Luke 18.1-8 is told by Jesus to encourage our faith. Unlike the judge in the story God wants to act and persistent prayers can make an impact, because God hears them.

· Sometimes we do not receive from God because we have never asked.
You do not have what you want because you do not ask God for it.  James 4.2
So does prayer change God? The answer is still No and Yes. God does not change his character, but he does respond in response to prayer and our world can be a better place because of it.

For Small Groups 
1. Does Prayer change God? This one question may be sufficient in your exploration for this study.

2. What light does Lamentations 3 throw on the idea of our prayers changing God?

3. Could we hope to have a meaningful relationship with a God who was always changing?
4. In what ways do we see God changing? Consider the story of Jonah – if you want a classic example. Yet even then you have to ask what is really going on here.

5. Reflect on the parable of the Unjust Judge in Luke 18. 

6. Spend creative time praying. 

