Seeing the God we pray to.

Jesus at prayer
Jesus was asked to teach his disciples to pray as John had done – clearly then we can learn to pray.

Jesus was praying – and a disciple wanted to know how to pray. Why?
1. John did – another teacher Luke 11.1

2. The example Jesus provided.

Very early the next morning, Jesus got up and went to a place where he could be alone and pray. Mar 1:35 (CEV)  
How did Jesus himself learn to pray? 
Parents, Synagogue, Temple +

Luke 1.28, Mat 1.19, Deut 6.1-9, Luke 2.41, 4.16

Jesus revealing the Father

Jesus replied: Philip, I have been with you for a long time. Don't you know who I am? If you have seen me, you have seen the Father. John 14:9  
Learning how to Pray

The Prayer to pray Luke 11.2-4
Jesus begins by teaching relationship – the prayer begins “Father” = “Pater” which means father/parent. Luke 11.2.

The prayer is a prayer to pray and a model to follow

Matthew 6:9  You should pray like this: ….. 

Luke 11.2  So Jesus told them, "Pray in this way:

The prayer relates to God’s name, God’s kingdom and God’s will.

In terms of human needs it relates to daily needs, forgiveness and being kept safe from hard testing. Luke 11.2-5 
Be persistent
The Parable of the friend at midnight highlights the importance of our part in prayer. Luke 18.1-18 – the parable of the unjust judge is a contrast and relates to God’s part in prayer. There are some things that are so important that we will indeed persist in our praying!
Be expectant

Jesus’ promise is that through persistent asking, seeking and knocking is that God will answer. What is more God will give us the most precious gift that of Himself who by His Spirit will come and live in our lives – Luke 11.13.

God is a good father and will therefore give that which is good to His children.

We are encouraged not to be afraid to ask.
For Small Groups 

1.  What motivates you to pray?

2.  What was it about Jesus praying that made the disciples want to learn to pray?

3.   How is it helpful to pray the Lord’s Prayer? Luke 11.2-4. 

4.  What can we learn from the parable of a friend at midnight? – Luke 11.5-10.

5.  Why is the Holy Spirit highlighted as the good gift that God wants to give?
Spend time reflecting upon your time together.
What has the Lord been saying to you? 

Do you desire God to continually fill you with his Holy Spirit Eph 5.18?
God gives us the gracious invitation to ask.










