Godlessness

· Introduction:

· God Side Of The Story – Setting The Scene

· Does he require us to believe in him in order to exist? – no.  Therefore much of society is not so much ‘godless’ as ignoring the reality of God who has always been, will always be and is active to day

· He loves us.

· He has made us his priority

· 1st 2 commandments - God made us for relationship with himself

· The rescue mission - God’s plan – Restoring His Kingdom on Earth

· A Cry From The Darkness…

· A society that is actually full of spirituality – the decline of modernism, increase in interest in all faiths e.g. Christianity, Buddhism, Islam etc

· The lie of capitalism - realising that success is not everything

· A society waking up to the world around us – instant connection to wider world through media 

· Making sense of the pain, suffering and war that we see

· Looking In…So What Went Wrong?

· People honestly are interested in God.

· But when they look to the church what do they see?  Have we lived with a bad press for too long?  What is the common conception?

· A group meeting behind closed doors – meetings full of strange rituals?

· A group better known for the things it’s against than what it’s for?

· A group that is perceived to be a little out of touch with reality?

· A religion who’s god brings condemnation and guilt before salvation?

· An organisation whose power is in decline but which still wants to rule the roost?

· A church who talks the good talk but often fails to deliver?

· A church, which claims to be all about love, but is remembered for its intolerance, wars and corruption?

· Split and divided on key issues – homosexuality, role of women etc?

· Shrugging off the chains of Christendom - Are we still a ‘society’ which exists for the soul purpose of its non-members? 
  Or is the church, as was the case in past history, still more interested in political power and wealth?

· Do we believe the good news we proclaim?  Is one of the reasons we struggle to evangelise because deep down we don’t see God impacting our lives in quite the way we are saying He should.  If this is the case is it because we have God’s message wrong or that we haven’t been impacted fully by Jesus in our lives?

· Reaching Out…What Is The Real Gospel?

· The really GOOD news!  “Restoration for da nations!” 

· Our part to play in bringing God’s kingdom to earth.  We are God’s hands and feet on this earth.  While God is perfectly capable of revealing Himself to someone without our help we must recognise that we are called to be salt and light – to reveal Jesus through our actions.  Do we need to redress the balance between speaking the Word and living the Word?  Realising the truth in the saying ‘Actions speak louder than words!’  Of course telling people about Jesus, his teachings and what he has done on the cross are vital but we are the proof that it works!

· Look at the example of the early Christian’s and the gospel message they shared.

· Warn, as Jesus did, against the corrupting influence of hypocrisy.

· The danger of a gift with a catch – do we love in order to convert? This is the response by some when coming in contact with Christian love.  Is this really Jesus’ intention?  Examination of hidden agenda’s perceived and real.

· Illustration - ‘Ground Hog Day’ 
 – a life transformed by love.  The impact that love has on those around us – even strangers we meet briefly in a shopping queue or pass on the street.

Small Group Questions

1. Start by thinking back to before you were a Christian (if you can).  Share a little about what you thought about the church and about God/Jesus.

2. How do people around you who don’t know God respond to you when they find out you are a Christian?  How do you feel about that?

3. What is the most important aspect of your faith in Jesus that you want to share with others?

4. Looking at the image of the ‘church’ in our society what are the positive impacts we have on our community.

5. Discuss some of the areas where you feel the ‘church’ is not living up to the standards Christ had in mind for his ‘Body’.

6. What might you do as a group to work with the Holy Spirit in bringing God’s Kingdom to Swindon and sharing the gospel with actions as well as sharing the Gospel in words?

� Remark from William Temple, former archbishop of Canterbury





� To doctor the catch phrase from a recent Trident chewing gum advert of all places


� A film from 1993 in which a reporter keeps reliving the same day and finds that his effort to win the love of his colleague transforms his life.





