Christian Aid Sermon Notes

Growing a Future

Luke 7:36-50

Growing a Future

This story is familiar to us and points to the respect we owe to all people. The woman was a sex worker, and the sensuality of her gesture cannot be missed. She was used to people taking her body for their own gratification. Jesus’ response to her is entirely one of mercy and justice. Here he tells us that people

are not commodities. Yet there are still instances today where people are being treated as commodities – used, humiliated and robbed of their self-worth.

Call to share resources

The woman’s loving gesture – to pour a jar of costly oil over Jesus’ feet – outrages his friends. Her action contrasts strongly with the short-sightedness of the Pharisees. We are all called to share what resources we have. What are our precious gifts?

How can we best serve Christ?

How Jesus lived

The events in this story took place while Jesus was having dinner with a Pharisee. And his behaviour is powerful testimony to the way he lived his life. He had no time for meaningless social niceties. He taught that money is not a personal possession to be spent as an individual chooses. Human need always has priority over individual wealth, as demonstrated in the story of the rich ruler (Luke 18:18-25), for example. He did not indulge in acts of pious chastity but preached economic justice.

Repaying our debts

In the story Jesus tells Simon, the debtors owe different amounts. One owes 500 denarii – about two years’ wages –

and the other owes 50. There may be a great difference between them, but what they share is their inability to pay. Each of them needs their debts cancelled. Similarly, both Simon and the woman are in debt to God and both need forgiveness.

Forgiveness and love

Those who are forgiven a lot love a lot, and those who are forgiven little, love little. To show the extent of the woman’s gratitude, Jesus compares her expression of love to that shown by his host. She exceeds this in every way. When we have fully acknowledged our sinfulness and have received forgiveness, the instinctive responses are love, gratitude and service. Many of us in the developed world do not realise how ‘indebted’ we are and do not seek forgiveness. Because we are forgiven little, we love little.

For Small Groups Luke 7.36-50

1. Using the sermon notes provided by Christian Aid consider this theme growing a future.

2. As Jesus treated this woman with respect, reflect on the way in which people are used as commodities. How can we/do this either knowingly or unknowingly? 

3. This woman expresses great generosity. Here in the West we are greatly blessed, share ways in which we can be generous and what has motivated us to do this.

4. How does the life and teaching of Jesus challenge our lifestyle?

5. The debt owed by poorer nations is crippling to them. How should the wealthy nations of the world respond? What does fair trade really mean and is it just about being fair?

