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CREATED TO BECOME LIKE CHRIST

The Purpose Driven Life - Part 4

Who do you most want to be like,

Physically - Guys – Brad Pitt. I subsequently discovered that two guys had plastic surgery so that their faces looked more like Brad. Visual aids would not be needed.  

Now this is a trick question – how many of you have seen the Chippendales?

Well one Easter a group of guys from America turned up for an Easter Morning service.

Leading the service, I happened to notice that some of the ladies were distracted for a time!

Mentally – who would you like to be like – well for Rugby – Johny Wilkinson would be good, for science Einstein wouldn’t be a bad choice.

Spiritually  - Billy Graham, George Mueller, Tom Wright, Gladys Aylward

Well folks forgetting the plastic surgery guys are not going to look like Brad Pitt, however in terms of our minds we can get to know more about the way in which Jesus thinks and the Bible instructs us in this. Spiritually the qualities of Jesus are unsurpassed. So as we look at 40 days of Purpose the theme this week is about discipleship, which means one who is a follower and a learner.


“From the very beginning God decided that those who came to


 Him - and He knew who would - should become like His Son...”



 





Rom 8:29 (LB) 

 
“God wants us to grow up ... like Christ in everything.”  
Eph. 4:15 (Msg)

In other words Jesus is the key. God wants us to become like Jesus, not in appearance, we do not know what Jesus looked like and ladies the long flowing beard is probably not a big appeal. Yet in terms of Jesus’ character and in the way in which Jesus thinks – God wants us to be like him.

MY 3rd PURPOSE IN LIFE IS TO BECOME LIKE CHRIST

                                      “Discipleship”

    
“In all things God works for the good of those who love Him, 


who have been called according to His purpose.” Rom. 8:28 (NIV) 

These are incredible words. Words which can all too readily be used in a trite superficial way, yet whose depths and importance when rightly understood are of immense value.

THREE UNEXPECTED TOOLS

We know that God’s word is important, to read and learn and meditate upon.

We know that God uses people and the small groups, which many of you are involved with, can be really helpful.

As we look at the life of Jesus we find these three unexpected tools which were used to shape Jesus and can be also used to shape our lives.

God very much wants you to grow in character and we need to understand that who we are matters more than what we do.

1. 
GOD USES TROUBLE TO TEACH US TO TRUST HIM.


“...troubles produce patience. And patience produces

character, and character produces hope.” 
 Rom 5:3-4 (NCV) 

God is able to use trouble or trials to teach us to trust God.

Years ago when House churches were just beginning to arrive on the scene there was Capel week which was a week of Bible teaching and Charismatic Worship. That is worship where gifts that the Holy Spirit gives were being used. One of the sermons preached was on the theme of stepping stones or stumbling blocks. The preacher emphasised how God wanted to use situations to help us to grow, whereas we can perceive that they are there to trip us up. It all depends how we respond and in whose strength we seek to handle them.

As Romans 5 tells us troubles are used by god to develop our character.

God allows us to experience difficulties. God’s goal for our lives is not primarily comfort, rather character development.. 

Gethsemane was a place of acute trouble and trials.


“They came to a garden called Gethsemane and Jesus said to 


His disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ ... Distress and anguish 


came over Him, and He said, "The sorrow in My heart is so great 


that it almost crushes Me." 


Mark 14:32-34 (TEV) 

   
"Father," He said, "everything is possible for you. Please take 


this cup of suffering away from Me. Yet I want your will, not 

mine!"



 
Mark 14:36 (NLT) 

Jesus knew what dying upon the cross was going to entail. He knew he was going to take the sin of the world upon himself, he naturally was repulsed by this thought. In the garden he trusts God believing that God knows what He is doing. Jesus had friends with him, we need fellowship we need Christian brothers and sisters who can hang on in there when we go through troublesome times.

These scriptures also give us the insight that we have to be real with God, we have to be honest. Jesus did not want to die. But he did want to fulfil the father’s purpose, he did want to save every last human being from eternal death, which is separation from God and all that God brings.

Learning to trust God is not easy but it is of crucial importance. 

· Keep a spiritual journal


“At the Lord's direction, Moses kept a written record of their 


progress.” 




Num. 33:2 (NLT) 

A journal is a recording “ of lessons and insights learned in your life”. (Warren). It’s about the lessons you have learnt.

Jennie has shared how she learnt not to turn away from Jesus when life seems difficult , rather to turn to Him.. A journal helps us to remember our journey within life and helps us to recognise the progress made.

· Remember the reward

“Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an


 eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 
2 Cor. 4:17 (NIV) 

The message says “These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times and lavish celebrations prepared for us”

We need to learn and hold onto the fact that this is not all that there will be, we need the eternal perspective, we need to understand that heaven is for real and that when we are there we will say it was all worth it. If you have trained hard for a sporting event and you perform well –0 it becomes worth it.

Many of you will remember that Wayne and I were involved in a sponsored cycle ride in China. As part of the training Brian Bailey took us to Bournemouth and back on our bikes. At the time it was really hard going, yet it made the cycling we did in china which included riding up mountain roads that much easier.

Now that illustrates the point, but you will know of much harder experiences than that. You will know of suffering and pain and anguish that Christians experience because they love Jesus. When they see Him, when they receive their inheritance they will say it’s all been worth it. 

I love Isa 54 where it speaks of the suffering of Jesus and says, “he will see the travail of his soul and be satisfied.”  In other words when Jesus sees us in heaven because of what he has done he will say it was worth it. As he sees us here today during these 40 days of purpose he will say it’s worth it.

God can use our deepest troubles to help us become more like Jesus.

Over to Steve.

2. 
I can remember years ago I was a stroppy father of two teething and smelly babies. After having yet another sleepless night I ended up by being a little short on patience and the nerves were frayed. Alison said something to me, which was probably quite innocent and quite reasonable, but I flipped and gave in to the full wait of my irritation and shouted I’m going out! And as I went for dramatic effect, I slammed the front door (which had a rather large pain of frosted glass in it.)  As the door slammed, the glass shattered all over me. I will never forget the new perspective I felt looking straight back into my hallway with Alison glaring at me like I was a naughty child who’d just done something unmentionable. I’d sinned, I gave in to something that was destructive and now I was having to live with it. What had I done??

Sin is one of those things that never looks so bad forward but is a killer when looked at backward. The one thing that is clear that in life’s road we always come to junctions, which will challenge us to keep going on the right path. Those Junctions which challenge us are not from God they are from life or Satan (that old chaotic evil one). What God does is to use temptations to teach us to obey him.

It’s worth noting that temptations as we wrestle with them will help our Christian character grow.  That’s what discipleship is … our characters becoming like Jesus’.

As you know Jesus didn’t have it easy but had every temptation to face that we do. He was always the Son of God right from birth, but it’s only after he humbles himself to serve God and then faces who he is with all his temptations facing him that he is ready to be confessed as the Christ. When Jesus goes into the wilderness to be tempted, it’s the Spirit that leads him. That’s strange, or is it? You see if Jesus was really going to be the Lord’s Servant and see the job through, then he was going to have to struggle and overcome all the things that tempted him so that when it came to it serving His heavenly Father was going to be the priority. Whenever Jesus is tempted he turns his vision to the greatness of God. Satan says, “worship me!” Jesus says, “Get away.”  The scriptures say, “Worship only the Lord your God and obey only Him.” (Matthew 4.10)

You see a lot of this depends on where our priorities and focus in life is. Somebody once said that the only way you get a dog to not eat bad meat is to put good meat next to it.. 

Behind every temptation is the same question

Do you love God more than what you are drawn towards that’s tempting you?   It’s all about the fight to show that we love God more. 

So what is there to help us win through in the struggle to become more like Jesus? Well first there’s how we deal with our attitude. What are you going to fill your mind with?  

We as Christian disciples need to have the better option of God’s will always in our sights and be convinced about them as Jesus was about the goodness of his Heavenly Father.

Paul writes these encouraging and compassionate words to the church at Philippi, ”Fix your thoughts on what’s true, good and right” (4.8)

We are never going to be perfect disciples and the wrestle against temptation will always be with us. But God promises that if we keep on struggling he will in the end win through and has proved so through the resurrection, Jesus’ supreme act of faith shown to mankind. He could only do that and win through because of what he filled his mind with. Minimise the opportunity for temptation to get your attention. When’ I’m trying to stay off the chocolate or the fish and chips, best not to go near the chip shop or the sweetie counter. Always the slippage starts small and wheedles its way in. There is a book by Paul McKenna called “Change Your Life in 7 Days” the first lesson he puts forward is Have a clear vision of how you want things to be – same principle and in the light of Jesus - hardly original! Turn your thoughts from what’s wrong to what’s right in God’s sight! We need to keep focused on good thoughts
Second… Getting a Spiritual Partner don’t be a Lone Ranger – Even he had his faithful friend Tonto (Remember them???) or Batman had Robin. In the Bible all the great men of God had their spiritual partners Eccl 4.9-10 says. “You’re better off to have a friend than be all alone…If you fall, your friend can help you up”. We are people who need each other to face the struggle and win through together, just like Moses with Aaron, David and Jonathan, Paul and a whole host of his friends (Silas, Barnabas, Timothy to name but 3). Hopefully we’re getting partnerships going with this 40 Days project with people meeting together and talking about the Book. How about growing a little now and beginning to share some of the struggles we have with our Christian friends, so that they might help us to win through. Remember we’re all in the same boat and all of us need all the help we can get. But I want to end with a challenging question

What temptation are you facing now, how could God use that temptation so that you might grow like Jesus? 

3. God wants us to be like Jesus and so troubles can help us to trust God, temptation can serve to help us obey God and finally

GOD USES TRESPASSES TO TEACH US TO FORGIVE.

The Prayer, which Jesus taught his disciples, says, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”

Being willing and able to forgive those who trespass against us without retaliation is far from easy

It is important to recognise that trespasses are not good, they are evil and we must understand that God is not the author of evil. God doesn’t cause these things. God hates them.

Jesus himself was misunderstood, hurt, judged abused and so we should not be surprised if at times evil things happen and at times we are on the receiving end.

Listen to this description of Jesus being crucified and the people’s response.


“People passing by shook their heads and hurled insults at 


Jesus ... and the elders made fun of Him... Even the bandits who


 had been crucified with Him insulted Him in the same way.”










Matt. 27:39-44 (TEV) 

The amazing thing was the response of Jesus.


“Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive these people, because they don't 


know what they are doing.’"

Luke 23:34 (NLT) 

To be like Jesus we too need to walk the road of forgiveness and at times depending on how we have been hurt it can be a long road.

We live this side of heaven, at times we are hurt by others, at other times we hurt others.

· Remember God has forgiven me


“Forgive others, just as God forgave you because of Christ.”










 Eph. 4:32 (CEV) 

God has forgiven us.

· Remember God is in control

“You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to


 save the lives of many people, which is being done.”







Gen. 50:20 (NCV) 

Joseph is an incredible story in the Bible and even though his own brothers and others intended to do evil to Joseph God was able to get hold of the entire situation and use it for God even to the extent that through him many other people’s lives were spared.

It sounds wonderful and it was, yet this happened over many years and it may well have seemed as if God had forgotten all about Joseph.

God is even able to us hurt and evil and put it to good use. 

Rick Warren received this letter from a 17-year-old young woman in their church.  He’d known her practically all her life.  This is her story. Her neighbour had abused her for years.  Sexual abuse.  And she kept it a secret.  But this neighbor was finally caught for the rape of another woman and was put in prison and she was called to testify in court about her experience, just as a young teenager. 

Part of the letter reads

“Pastor Rick, by allowing God to take control and lift the burden of my hurt from my heart, God gave me strength.  Today I can truthfully say that because of the trials I’ve faced, I’ve been made stronger.  Recently I read a book called Where is God When It Hurts? and there was a sentence that I’ve found to be true.  It says this, “Faith in God offers no assurance against tragedy, but in every case suffering offers an opportunity for us to display God’s work”.  

God is able to take the most devastating experience we encounter and if we allow him he will take something that is ugly and use it to make something that is beautiful.  God does want to help us to become like Jesus and he will use troubles, he will use temptation, he will use trespasses to help in that process. 

Yet on this Mothering Sunday we need to have as a backdrop that God is a loving parent. He develops our character and nurtures us in our Christian lives because he wants us to grow into maturity but he does so with love.


“We go through exactly what Christ goes through. If we go 


through the hard times with Him, then we're certainly going to 


go through the good times with Him.”    Rom. 8:17 (Msg)


“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”







     Phil. 2:5 (NIV)
To conclude we remember that as disciples we follow Jesus. He went to Gethsemane a place of trouble, he went to the desert and experienced temptation and his love led him to the cross, which became the place of forgiveness. As we follow him we too will go through these types of experiences, we do so knowing that as Christians God journeys with us and that this God, even in such times can be trusted and he will lead us to a better place.

Optional Prayer

Dear Father, life makes more sense when we realize that it’s not about our about our comfort, it’s all about character and becoming like Jesus.  Help us to use life for the reason You gave it to us.  

Now you pray.  Say,

Dear God, I want to grow in character.  I want to become who You made me to be.  Thank you for the model of Jesus.  I want to become more like Jesus in the way I think and the way I feel and the way I act.  Help me in troubled times to  say “I want Your will for my life”.  Help me in times of temptation to have the strength to make the right choices.  Help me when I am hurt to learn to forgive as much as You have forgiven me.

If you’ve never opened your life to Jesus Christ, say,

Jesus, I can’t live like you unless I know you.  So I want to get to know You today.  As much as I know how I want to ask You to come into my life and heart.  In Your name I pray, Amen.
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