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The Father & 2 Sons  (3)

The Older Son – Luke 15.11-32 esp v25-32 

Well this past week has been quite a week in the life of football. For those Swindon Town Supporters there is the huge disappointment of losing to Brighton on penalties.

For any Millwall supporters their hopes were dashed with man U’s 3.0 win.

As we come to worship today, there are those within our nation whose religion so to speak is football. It’s what they live for.

Jesus in Luke 14 speaks about wholehearted commitment in following him. I am a fair weather football supporter – Swindon does not receive huge revenue from my attendance at their games. Yet as we think about following Jesus, he makes it clear that to follow him can cost you everything.

Luke 15 comprises of 3 stories that Jesus tells to highlight the importance of finding that which is lost, a sheep, totally unaware of being lost, a coin – no sense no feeling and a Son.

In looking at this story in Luke 15 about the Father and Sons let me give you a resume of where we have got to. (Resume provided).

So the Older brother comes in from work Read Luke 15.25-33.

1. Being Angry – Unfair Treatment

When God’s Perspective differs from ours.

The older brother was so angry that he would not go into the 

house; so his father came out and begged him to come in. 

But he spoke back to his father, 'Look, all these years I have 

worked for you like a slave, and I have never disobeyed your 

orders. What have you given me? Not even a goat for me to 

have a feast with my friends! But this son of yours wasted all 

your property on prostitutes, and when he comes back home, 

you kill the prize calf for him!' (Luke 15:28-30).

Now lets commend the older son, he is in touch with his emotions. He is angry, very angry. Angry with whom? 

1. His father – he has thrown this great party for his younger brother who has finally decided to turn up. It’s a huge BBQ , no expense spared. If anyone deserved a party it was him, for all the hard work he had done.

The older brother felt this was hugely unfair, he had stayed at home with his Father, worked really hard, whilst his younger brother cleared off left him to it, and now decides to show up.

2. His brother – “your son”. There doesn’t seem to be a great love loss between the two brothers. This would upset the apple cart, with his brother back. It had been so long maybe they had thought he was dead.

Application.

1. Expressing emotion – it has to happen, where and how is a different matter but just bottling things inside is not helpful. Eph 4.26 “Be angry and sin not”. It’s OK to be angry, yet it is how you handle that emotion which is crucial. 

2. How we respond to how the father acts. His “outrageous grace “ whereby we can’t earn our relationship with God , it’s a gift. That can be hard. It can be hard when we maybe we have worked so hard to live a good life and yet discover it’s not good enough. It can be hard to humble ourselves and receive the forgiveness that Jesus offers. It can be hard to allow God to do things His way when from our perspective it does not make sense.

2. The Father’s Commitment

The older son is the Father’s son.

The older son will receive his inheritance

The younger son is still the Father’s Son

'My son,' the father answered, 'you are always here with me, and everything I have is yours. (Luke 15:31).

Notice that the Father loves both sons.  Nowhere has the Father acted unlovingly towards the oldest son. His inheritance which he will get when the Father dies is still his, but his younger son, “your brother” has returned home.

Application

1. God loves each one of us, not all that we do, but he loves us.

2. Life is unfair, suffering is unfair, war is unfair, wealth is unfair, yet there will come a time when all is righted and will be seen to be done.
3. The crucial factor is that we enter into relationship with the Father and with His Family, the Church.
3. It’s Time to Celebrate

Being grateful

Being generous

Being gracious

But we had to celebrate and be happy, because your brother was dead, but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.' " (Luke 15:32)

For the older son it was hard for him to see what he already had living with the Father. How easy it becomes for us as Christians to take God for granted. 

For the older son, there appears to be no appreciation of the fact that his brother has returned home. 

When a family member is away for a time and then comes come, that is a real cause for celebration.  Family life after a few days returns to normal of course.

Generosity – Jesus speaks of the way in which the Pharisees, those who paraded their spirituality actually loved money, God wants us to be generous with all we have.

I was collecting for Christian Aid.

One guy said,  “ I don’t give to charity”.

Another, I’m glad you’ve brought that big bag and emptied the contents of his plastic container filled with 5p’s and 10p’s. “I believe in what you’re doing”. Which was to help those in the two-thirds world.

Graciousness.

Mirroring the Father in his graciousness toward us, so, being kind to others, being polite and civil, recognising the other person is a human being created by God.

“Call no one worthless for whom Christ died”

Bible Study & Discussion

1. Put yourself in big brother’s shoes – how would you feel about little brother returning home to such a wonderful welcome.

If this parable reflects the love of the Father – is God fair?

2. How can we in the Church be like the older son? What implications does that have for those who have drifted away from the Church and their return? 

3. Who is the Father most concerned about?

4. Consider Luke 15.1-3 and share any other insights this parable provides.
5. Pray for those who are the prodigals and remember those who have struggles like the older son. Pray that USBC may be a place of welcome and love.
