SHAPED FOR SERVING GOD

The Purpose Driven Life – Part 5

Sermon Outline Notes

Visiting Jayne Robinson, one of our members this week, I discovered that Jayne has a home based ministry. In recent weeks Jayne has had about 12 people call round for her to help them fill in a complicated form. What a ministry- what’s more she doesn’t mind doing it. I hate forms!

Today in just 15 minutes Steve and I will provide an introduction to being “Shaped for Serving God”.

“We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Eph. 2:10 (NIV)

“Your hands shaped me and made me.” 

Job 10:8 (NIV)

Now we all have our own shape and some of our shapes fluctuate more than others! But in this context shape stands for our.



Spiritual Gifts   Heart   Abilities   Personality   Experiences

Together these provide a helpful way of discovering areas of ministry (that is service) that we can utilise. Sometime after Easter we will some sessions which help us to discover our individual shape.

“Each one should use whatever gift he’s received to serve others.” 








1 Pet. 4:10 (NIV)  

Clearly this is an everyone get involved type moment!





MY 4th PURPOSE IS TO




SERVE GOD BY SERVING OTHERS

     



“Ministry”

Jesus: “Your attitude must be like My Own, for I did not come to be

served, but to serve...”
 


Matt. 20:28 (LB)

                   LEARNING TO SERVE LIKE JESUS

1.
SERVING LIKE JESUS MEANS BEING AVAILABLE.


“Two blind men... shouted, ‘Lord, have mercy on us!’ ... Jesus 


stopped and called them. ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’


He asked.”  




Matt. 20:30-32 (NIV)

 
“Never tell your neighbours to wait until tomorrow if you can 


help them now.”  



Prov. 3:28 (TEV) 

Sometimes action is required there and then. If a person is in a bad accident you do not have to pray shall I phone for an ambulance.

Yet there can be barriers to serving


1st Barrier: SELF-CENTREDNESS


“Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.”
Phil. 2:4 (MSG)

Are we willing to think of others and act on their behalf.


2nd Barrier: PERFECTIONISM


“If you wait for perfect conditions, you’ll never get anything  done.”  




Eccl. 11:4 (NLT)

Do the best that you can in the situation

3rd Barrier: MATERIALISM


“No servant can serve two masters... You cannot serve both 


God and money." 



Luke 16:13 (NIV)

If getting rich or living to make money is our God that will be a barrier to serving God and others.
Steve H

2. 
SERVING LIKE JESUS MEANS BEING GRATEFUL.

“Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have 


heard Me. I knew that you always hear Me, but I said this for the 


benefit of the people standing here...’"    John 11:41-42 (NIV) 


“Serve the Lord with gladness.”  

Ps. 100:2 (KJV)
 
“It is He who saved us and chose us for His holy work not because 


we deserved it but because that was His plan...”  2 Tim. 1:9 (LB) 


1st Barrier: COMPARING & CRITICIZING

“Who are you to criticize someone else's servant? The Lord will 


determine whether His servant has been successful.” 








Rom. 14:4 (GW) 

2nd Barrier: WRONG MOTIVATIONS

“When you do good deeds, don't try to show off. If you do, you 


won't get a reward from your Father in heaven.”  Matt.  6:1 (CEV)

3. 
SERVING LIKE JESUS MEANS BEING FAITHFUL.

“I have brought You glory on earth by completing the work You 


gave me to do.”



 John 17:4 (NIV) 


“The one thing required of servants is that they be faithful...” 




  



1 Cor.  4:2 (TEV)

“Throw yourselves into the work of the Master, confident that 


nothing you do for Him is a waste of time or effort.”  








1 Cor. 15:58 (MSG) 


“He will not forget how hard you have worked for Him and how 


you have shown your love to Him by caring for other 


Christians.”  



Heb. 6:10 (NLT)

“'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 


with a few things so; I will put you in charge of many things. 


Come and share your master's happiness!” 
Matt. 25:21 (NIV) 

 Illustrate the importance of ministry of service. They also highlight that as Christians – reliability is an important quality to pursue.

As eph2.10 says God has got work that just right for us. It flows out of gratitude for all that God has done. So our key need is to grasp the amazing grace of God, God’s wonderful kindness and love. Once that is grasped then we can be energised to serve. 

What can that mean for you?  Let the Ministry and Mission Fair be an opportunity to explore.

                              Ministry Fair on Patio
