Bible Study & Discussion

1. Acts 1 & 2 describe the empowering and formation of the Church. Can you apply these principles from the 1C to the 21C?

2. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit working in your life and the life of the Church?

3. If Acts 2:38 describes different aspects of conversion, how have the different aspects impacted your life?

4. Acts 2:42 following describes how the Church devoted themselves to the purposes of God.

What do you find, inspirational, challenging, or scary?

5. Reflecting on our 5 Core Values of Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry and Mission, what action do we need to take?

Pray for the empowering of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

Danger!

Highly Explosive Material!
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Pentecost

Sunday 30 May 2004

Danger – Highly Explosive Material Acts 1& 2

Pentecost didn’t just happen!

Consider Jesus 

Jesus was taken up to sit at the right side of God, and he was given the Holy Spirit, just as the Father had promised. Jesus is also the one who has given the Spirit to us, and that is what you are now seeing and hearing.  (Act 2:33)
Consider the disciples 

Then he chose twelve of them to be his apostles, so that they could be with him. He also wanted to send them out to preach (Mar 3:14)
So we need someone else to help us tell others that Jesus has been raised from death. He must also be one of the men who was with us from the very beginning. He must have been with us from the time the Lord Jesus was baptised by John until the day he was taken to heaven.  (Act 1:21)
Core Power

Jesus instructed his disciples

Before he was taken up, he gave instructions by the power of the Holy Spirit to the men he had chosen as his apostles. 

(Act 1:2)

The Promise of the Father

And when they came together, he gave them this order: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift I told you about, the gift my Father promised. John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit." (Act 1:4-5)
The Promise of Power

But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Act 1:8)
The Power to become children of God (Conversion)

But you do not live as your human nature tells you to; instead, you live as the Spirit tells you to---if, in fact, God's Spirit lives in you. Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. (Rom 8:9)
The Power to Change (Discipleship)

But the Spirit produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self-control. There is no law against such things as these. (Gal 5:22-23)
The Power to Serve (Ministry & Mission)

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak. (Act 2:4)

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you what this means. 

(Act 2:14)
Notice

At Pentecost he Church grew 25x in one day (From 120 to 3000+) – that’s explosive growth. This wasn’t just Peter this was God at work through His People Acts 2.41,

Community (Fellowship)

See Acts 1.14, 2.1, 

Many miracles and wonders were being done through the apostles, and everyone was filled with awe. All the believers continued together in close fellowship and shared their belongings with one another. They would sell their property and possessions, and distribute the money among all, according to what each one needed. Day after day they met as a group in the Temple, and they had their meals together in their homes, eating with glad and humble hearts, praising God, and enjoying the good will of all the people. And every day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved. (Act 2:43-47)
The believers were together and were already a community of those who believed in the risen Jesus. This exploded at Pentecost.

Commitment (Worship)

The disciples were not the same post Easter, but it was only post Pentecost that they had the resource to be who God intended them to be. The rest of Acts unfolds what happens!  

The commitment they modelled was expected of those who became Christians Acts 2.42.
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