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Being a Community Builder - Abram to Abraham Genesis 17.4

Through this week of daily readings you will discover how God had his hand on Abraham. Back in Gen 11.26 we are introduced to Abram, the name means “Exalted Father” and may have referred to God. Through his encounter with God he becomes Abraham and this name means “Father of Many”. Abram in making God, his God, was to become a bigger man. God’s purposes for him would transform not only his life but the lives of millions of others, and that includes us.  

 

Gen 15.6 tells us “Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD was pleased with him”. Abraham’s life is a testimony to his trust in God, even though he had his struggles. It begins with a journey with his father and continues when in Genesis 12 Abram is willing to go where God wants him.

 

God’s promise to him is that I will bless you and make your descendants into a great nation. You will become famous and be a blessing to others. (Gen 12:2).

 

God also wants to bless us, that is demonstrated by the gift of enabling us to become his children. In doing this, He does so in order that we in turn may be a blessing to others. 

 

Here is Genesis 22 we have moved forward more than 30 years from the time when God commanded Abram to leave his father’s family in Genesis 12. Isaac is now a young man, a lot has happened in the interim period, the birth of his only son Isaac being the most important.

 

Now God decides to test Abraham 22.1, to see if he is willing to obey to the uttermost. God says that he wants Abraham to sacrifice his only son to him 22.2.

Abraham goes about the task, he does not dither but acts the next day. It is only as he is about to kill Isaac that God stops him and provides another sacrifice. 22.13. Again God promises to honour God with a vast family and through him there is going to be a worldwide blessing.

 

"I will bless you and give you such a large family, that someday your descendants will be more numerous than the stars in the sky or the grains of sand along the beach. They will defeat their enemies and take over the cities where their enemies live. You have obeyed me, and so you and your descendants will be a blessing to all nations on earth." 

(Gen 22:17-18)

 

 

Building the Community God’s Way

From Abraham we can learn the importance of

 

1. Being where God wants us to be

Abraham demonstrates his willingness to follow God wherever he leads. The most important aspect of building community is people. Peter the disciple of Jesus reminds us that as Christians we are “living stones”.

 

Come to Jesus Christ. He is the living stone that people have rejected, but which God has chosen and highly honored. And now you are living stones that are being used to build a spiritual house.  (1Pe 2:4-5)

 

Building a spiritual community ie the Church requires living stones, people who know and love Jesus and want to see his kingdom come. You can be a part of that, but you need to allow God to place you within the building as he pleases.

 

2. Believing what God has promised will be.

In the bewildering experience of being asked to sacrifice Isaac, the son of promise 

(Genesis 12.2, 18.10), Abraham believed that somehow God would still make it possible for Isaac to live. Hebrews 11.17-19

 

There are times when God’s leading can seem to be confusing, but what God has truly promised will happen. Isaac did become the one who was able to carry on the family line and enable God’s community to continue and to increase.

 

3. Being willing to sacrifice.

What is clear from this painful episode in Abraham’s life and Isaac’s is that God can be trusted. It also reminds us that in order to build God’s community sacrifices are called for.

 

So then, my friends, because of God's great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should offer. (Rom 12:1)

 

Paul a key leader within the Church encourages us to think about all that God has done for us. 

 

(Abraham’s experience, gives us a very real insight into the actual pain that God was to experience himself, when God in Jesus became the sacrifice for our sins. Some believe that every spot where Abraham was going to sacrifice Isaac became the place where Jesus died for us).

 

In the light of such an amazing sacrifice and in order to build God’s community then we are called to be living sacrifices, those who are prepared to place ourselves where God can use us as he wills.

 

4. Not taking matters into our own hands

Waiting upon God to act can require a lot of patience. After 10 years without a son (Gen 16.30) Sarai, Abram’s wife suggests that he takes Hagar her maid to be his concubine and have a child from her. This happens and Ishmael is born, but he is not the son of promise and it is not until fifteen years later that Isaac is born. That was not God’s intended plan.

There are times in all our lives when we tray to make things happen. It is crucial in building his community that we build it according to God’s design.

 

5. Remember that our lives are in God’s hands.

 

So the LORD answers, "Can a woman forget her own baby and not love the child she bore? Even if a mother should forget her child, I will never forget you. Jerusalem, I can never forget you! I have written your name on the palms of my hands. (Isa 49:15-16)

 

It is important to remember that God is the one who gives us our lives; these verses from Isaiah remind us that God does not forget us and that he loves his people. 

God never intended Abraham to kill his own son; he did want to know whether he would trust him.  Every human life is a life created in the image of God and is precious. As we consider our own lives the question is how we will use them and whether the community will be a richer place because we have been a part of it?

 

For Small Group Meetings  

 

Key Bible Reading:
Genesis 22.1-19

 

1. Take time to reflect upon the Bible reading and the notes, share anything that strikes you. 
2. Share how you feel about living within your own community. 
3. How do you think God wants to use you and us to build the Church and the Community? 
4. Are there promises or commands that God has given us that we have not acted upon? Share what these may be. 
5. Are there sacrifices you believe God is calling us to make in order to build His community? 
6. Share any insights from your daily Bible readings and reflections that have impacted your life. 
 

 

Suggested Format

15 minutes
Welcome, Coffee/Tea.

15  minutes 
Worship/reflection

45 minutes 
Study/discussion

05 minutes
Practical outcomes

10 minutes
Sharing for prayer and praying together.

 

Our 40 days creates a great opportunity to invite others along. It would also be good to encourage other members to share in the leading of the evening.

Thank you for taking part in our small group meetings

