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Phil 2 – Carols by Candlelight
Orientation

Beautiful trees and decorations
Celebration, beauty cosiness

But is this what the message of Christmas is all about?

Disorientation

Christmas is about fundamentally about God’s love for us – I wonder how you picture God’s love?
God love is imaged 
· not so much in the dinner for 2 with candles and soft music 
· as in jumping off a tow path into a cold, smelly, filthy canal on a dark night to rescue someone from a long lonely death. 

And this is the image of God’s love shown for us at Christmas.

God in the form of Jesus left a place of perfection where he was honoured and came to as the carol puts ‘this world of sin’
Rom 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.
Sin is a pretty old fashioned word now. I wonder what you understand by the word ‘sin’.

‘Sin’ has been understood in a narrow sense just as ‘wrong things we have done’ but it means so much more than that. Sin is all that imperfection and mess that we and this world is in. Sin is all that God doesn’t want for us. [The word for Sin in the Bible is a Greek word ἁμαρτάνω - hamartanō - which means missing the mark. It gives the idea of shooting at the target and missing. ]  
This world misses the target of perfection that God wanted. 

As a perfectionist I’m not even the person I want to be – never mind the person God wants me to be. 

This inability to be the person that we would like to be, the loneliness and isolation we might feel, our lack of self esteem, our shame, our sense of failure, our irritability, anger, self-obsessions and addictions, our inability to be the perfect wife, husband, girl or boyfriend, parent, employer, employee or friend. God  longs to free us from all that. 
We see suffering all around us; we suffer because emotionally, physically and spiritually we are not the people God intended us to be. Our lives have missed the mark – the target of perfection that we long for.

But because God is God he knows how we feel. He knows that many of us feel we are dying inside and he just couldn’t turn away. He had to dive into the mess. He connected with us by becoming human. 
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

(Phi 2:6-8) 

This is a picture of how much God loves us.

I can’t put pictures on the screen of our internal suffering…..
But when God dived into the murky canal of our world that first Christmas in the form of his son Jesus he dived into a suffering society. One that was politically occupied, where the people were not free. 
I love the carol ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ but I wonder whether this gives us any real sense of what God through Jesus came into. I don’t have any images of what Bethlehem was like that night but …
O West Bank Town – Song and Images of Modern Day Bethlehem
He entered a world where people had false hopes, false expectations of what they wanted from him.[They wanted him to be a tough leader who would fight his way to a political victory] They abandoned him, denied him, bullied him and then humiliated him through the torture of the cross. Not understanding that he had to swim through the murky waters of suffering in order to reach us. For us to realise that he fully understands and totally loves us. 
I entitled this evening’s service ‘God crept in’ because on that first Christmas God crept in to this world with all its highs and low in the form of a baby and I believe he is still creeping in – he’s not forcing himself upon anyone – but I believe there are people maybe even people here tonight who are longing to know God has creep into their lives, to understand them, love them and accept them. 
Shall we pray for ourselves and others? 

 God crept in…
Re-Orientation

So – quickly go home, take down the decorations and sit in dismal solitude?!
No – because the verse continues,

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

(Phi 2:9-11)

What’s so great about that? 

So Jesus has been exalted..

The point is that as God raises Jesus out of the murky waters of this world we who are connected to him are also raised.

We are transformed. As he puts his arms around us and lifts us to safety something happens.  
We are freed from the isolation, inadequacy, the sense of failure the feeling of dying inside. We are freed from the necessity of making ourselves feel better by making others feel worse or in covering up our inadequacy by dependency and additions. We are freed from a feeling of complete abandonment in suffering and bereavement knowing that God is within us and beside us. Knowing our every thought and tear.  
And as grab hold of the hand that reaches out to us we find that as Christians in this life we are in the process of being pulled out of the murky water. It is still all around us it still affects us but we know we are being held and that the hope of eternal life and complete freedom is certain. We only need grab onto the hand being offered. 
So let’s celebrate, let’s celebrate the saving birth of Jesus and our own rebirth into hope and freedom. 

