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In the light of Hope 2008 a project which is being run by Christian Churches throughout the country and seeking to spread the message of God’s hope, tonight we are focusing on the theme of hope.
Explore what is Christian hope like?

What challenges does it hold for us?
A Sure Hope
What do you think of when you imaging hoping for something?

People Crossing their Fingers

‘I hardly dare hope….’
First characteristic is that Christian hope is a sure hope.

Hope in the Bible
[OT – Trust/Expect. God is the hope of Israel. ]
NT - Very little mention of hope in gospels; 
· Matt 12:21 – Jesus says Will be hope for the Gentiles…. Future idea.

· Verb – to hope for/to expect but as a theological idea ‘Hope’ emerges in Acts and through the epistles.

What does that tell us? – only know this hope following the death and resurrection of Jesus. See 1 Peter 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

(1Pe 1:3)

[‘For in this hope we were saved’. Rom 8:24]
‘The resurrection of Christ is God’s mightiest act; it has created our faith..a [eschatological] symbol in history of our ultimate salvation and therefore the ground of our hope.’ P109 Theological Word Book of the Bible.

We are living in between the certainty of hope and the realisation of that hope.

Illustration Gordon Brown was voted in when Tony Blair was technically still PM.
Whether we can liken Gordon Brown to the symbol of our eternal hope I’ll leave you to judge!

Waiting for hope to be fully realised not saved by hoping!

‘The Hope’ not ‘hoping’

‘Hope in Christ’ not ‘I hope’ – Christ centred 

We have Hope because everything that needs to be done in order for us to be saved has been done.

Challenge - Are we ‘hoping’ that life and death will be OK or are we living our lives in the sure Hope that Christ has conquered all and is in all – that he is journeying with us in life and will raise us after death?
A Shared Hope

There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call-- one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

(Eph 4:4-6)

Paul in 1 Tim 1:1 refers to Christ is ‘our hope’, 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Saviour and of Christ Jesus our hope, 

(1Ti 1:1)
In this week of prayer for Christian Unity let’s refocus on the fact that we are ‘the community of Hope’. What unites us is much greater than our differences many of which centre on style.  A strong bound makes differences fade into the background. 
Hope 2008 across all churches of all denominations.
United with Christians throughout the world.

Not a little group in our individual churches or in Upper Stratton we share this unified hope – this is much greater than things which may divide us. 

We are called to encourage one another – we are not without hope. The bible promises us eternal life through Christ. Called to encourage and reassure one another.
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

(1Th 4:13-18)
Together we are a people of hope. People are often alienated from Christianity (and religion in general) because they see disunity and infighting. Part of the vision for Hope 2008 is that as Christian Churches we unite in offering the hope of Christ to the world.
Challenge for all of us is  - are we working together and encouraging one another in the Hope we share?

A Strengthening Hope

Easy to hope when things are easy.
Illustration – Easy to think people will come and save us if anything goes wrong but the way we act shows what we really believe.

Hope in the sinking ship. Keep bailing out because they know that help is assured.

Elpis  (hope) closely connected to pistos  (faith). Faith is the basis of/central to our hope.
Peter writes of faith and hope as a single concept. 

who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

(1Pe 1:21)

Hope isn’t an abstract idea but the way we live out our faith.

Rom 5:1-5 Talks of even being able to rejoice in suffering because If we put our hope in God he will not disappoint us.
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

(Rom 5:2-5)
God is faithful.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 

(Heb 10:23)
Those who hope are confident and comforted– Image of the Anchor 

So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

(Heb 6:17-20)

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word. 

(2Th 2:16-17)

Challenge - When we are suffering, when things are difficult do we lose hope? Are we looking to ourselves or God? 

The analogy of the sinking ship - do we jump into the water and seek to save ourselves and wonder where God is? Or do we steadfastly keep bailing out in the sure hope that God will come to our aid? 

A Sending Hope

God sends us to share this hope with others - 

To them [the saints/the Christians] God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 

(Col 1:27-29)

See – 1Pet 3:15

but in your hearts honour Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defence to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 

(1Pe 3:15)

Hope 2008 encourages us to communicate a lasting hope.
Illustration of building up treasure in barns - 
And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God." 

(Luk 12:16-21)

So many people are putting their hope in temporary things rather than eternal hope.

The message of hope takes us full circle – 

God is sending us out into a world where hopelessness abounds and where people put there hope in things that are transient or unreliable - 

Our challenge is to share God’s message of hope for Upper Stratton and the wider community -  a sure hope, a shared hope and a strengthening hope. 
Lord we pray 

That when we doubt we would know the certainty of your sure hope

That when we feel alone we would know the encouragement of a shared hope

That when we are suffering we would know the comfort of your strengthening hope

And that you would send us out in power to communicate your message of hope to Upper Stratton and beyond.
For Jesus’ sake, Amen. 
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